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T HE Death of the Emperor Joſeph will 


doubtleſs ſet the Politicians to work; 

and, in our News-Writers Phraſe, 
cauſe abundance of Spec ul at ions. But ſince the 
Intereſt of Europe is at this Critical Juncture a 
Subject which requires mature Conſideration, 
and that the Impatience of People to ſee on what 
Foot the Houſe of Auſtria ſtands on the Deceaſe 
of his late Imperial Majeſty, will not admit of 


long Diſcuſſions and Inquiries, we ſhall there- 


fore not enter into the Affair of the Succeſſion, 
Which is now entirely in the Electoral Colledge, 


nor Diſcourſe of the Pretenſions of the King of 


Spain, far ther than they relate to thoſe Coun- 
tries which are Hereditary; but give an Ac- 
en. of the Riſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 

the Dominions, which, either by Election, or 
Succeſſion, have for ſome Hundreds of Vears 


been i in that Imperial Family. We ſhall then 
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treat of the Conſtitution. of the Empire, in the 


Golden Bull, the Methods of Electing an Empe- 


_ror, a King of the Remans, and Electors, and 
ſet this Matter, which now takes up ſo much of 


of Auftria 
an the 
Kiſe of the 
Imperial 
Family, ſo 
called. 


People's Thoughts in Byrope, in a clear Light; fi 
that thoſe who look into Relations of Foreign 
Occurrences, may be fully appriz d of every BP 
Thing which concerns this Important Event. 


the South with the Dukedom of Styria, and on 
the Weſt with Bavaria and Saltsburg ;, and is al- 
moſt equally divided into Two Parts by the 
Danube. This Province was firſt Govern'd by 
Aarquiſſes, who were but Officiaries in the be- 
gimung; but at length were made Hereditary 
by. the Emperor Henry I. This Marquiſate was 
afterward rais'd into a Dukedom by Frederic 
Harbareſſa in the Year 1158; Henry being the 


USTR IA properly ſo call'd, is Bound- © .- 
ed on the North with Bohemia and A- 
ravia, on the Faſt with Hungary, on the 


firſt Duke, whoſe Nephew Leopold took Richard I. of 


King of Ergland Priſoner, in his return from 
Paleſiin, for whole Ranſom he had as much 
Money as bought Steimark and Lentz, and wal- 
led Vienna. His Son Frederic was made King of 


Auſtria by the Emperor Frederic II. Anno 1225 | 


under which Title it continu'd for ſometime, 
and then relaps'd into that of Duke, which Ru- 


dolphus of Habſpurg, at the Inveſtiture of his 


Son Albertus, rals d to that of Arch-Duke, Others 
ſay, Charles IV. gave that Title firſt to Rudol- 


phus the Witty, and ſome place it lower, to the 


Marriage of Philip, Son of Maximilian of Aur 


ſtria, and of the Lady Mary of Burgundy with | 
Joan Princeſs.of Spain; but by whomſoever gl- |! 


ven, it is the only Title of Arch-Dake in the 
World. From this Country it is, that the Houſe 
of Auſtria takes its Name, of which Family 10 

the 
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A View of the' State of the Empire, &c. 
the Emperors of Germany have been ever ſince 
1438, and all the Kg of Spain ſince 1515, The 


in his own Dominions, has a particular Power 
of creating Counts and Barons all over the Em- 
ire by an Ancient Grant, with this Privilege 
beſides, that he cannot be depriv'd of his Lands 
and Principalities by the Emperor himſelf. 
This Houſe, within Three Hundred Years, be zouſe 
as afforded Twelve Emperors, Five Kings of if Auſtria, 
Spain, and Forty other Kings, Cardinals, Arch © 
Dukes and Dukes. They have the Privilege. of 
creating Gentlemen, Barons and Counts, thro? 
the whole Empire; and the Emperor cannot take 
away the Lands they are ſeizd of to give them 
to another. The Arch-Duke,of Auſtria is the 
t Privy-Councellor of the Empire, and his 
Principality is not ſubject to Contributions, nor | 
are they ſubject to the Juſtice of the Empire. 
They derive their Dignity from Rudolphus Count 


Jof 'Hapsburg, on the Borders of Switzerland ;, a 


Great Soldier, and a Valiant Commander: In 
whoſe time, an Iuterregnum of about Twenty 
Years happening, and the State of Germany be- 
ing in great Confuſion, the Princes of Germany 
met, and to Put an End to theſe Calamities, 
reſolv'd to elect an Emperor. Werrerus, then 
Biſhop of Mentz, propos d Rudolphus; the Ele- 
ctors of Cologn and Tryers joyn'd with him; and 


the Secular Princes at length complying, he wes 
choſen Emperor, A. D. 1273. and crown'd the 
ſame Year at Aix la Chapelle. The Margrave of 
Norimburg, and the Elector of Saxony, would 


not give him their Votes, till he had premis'd 


each of them a Daughter in Marriage: The 
ſame Requeſt was made by the Duke of Bava- 
ria, who was then preſent, and all were grant- 
ed. Thus Rudolphus became ally'd to the beſt 
Families of Germany; which, in the beginning, 
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Marchia, 
veſted in 
this Houſe 


Pſirte, 


1324. 
Carinthia, 
1333. 
Tyrol, 
3363+ 


ſert and Alſace, 5 4 
When he came to be Emperor by the unani- + 


A View of the State of the Empire, &c. 
was an Honour and a ſtrong Support to that 


Houſe, and made way for further Alliances, # 


*Iwill not be improper to obſerve here, that 
this Rudolphus, Count of Habsburg, was an Ita- 
lian by Deſcent. . His Anceſtor. Albert having | 
marry'd the Daughter of Ottene Count of Habs-} 
burg, deſcended from the Ancient Kings of the 
Franks, and ſucceeded him in his Eſtates in Sui 


mous Conſent of the Empire, he had Auſtria, 
Stiria, Marchia, and Carmola, ſettled on his el- 
deſt Son Albertus; as alſo Schawben on Rudol phus, 
as a Fee Farm of the Emperor then void. In 
1324, Albertus the IId. had the County of Pſrte 
in Dowry with his Wife. In 1330, Louis of 
Bavaria, the Emperor, Mortgag d Schafuſe and 
Newremberg in Switzerland to the Houſe of Au- 


ſtria tor Forty Thouſand Crowns; and Three 


Years after gave it the Dutchy of Carinthia, 
then without a Prince, to be held in Fee of the 
Empire. In 1363, this Family became poſſeſsd 
of the Country of Tyrol, by the Donation of 
Margaret Mault aſchen. And in 13734 it bought 
Friburg in Briſgam for Twelve Thouſand Crowns. 
In 1373, Leopold the IId. Purchaſed the Earldom 
of Felderkchen in Nebelgovia for Six and Thirty 
Thouſand Florins; as alſo Pludentz, Sargan, and 
Heilegenberg, and had the Government of Schaw-! 


ben Mortgag'd to him by the Emperor Wenceſlaus. 


In 1456, the laſt Count of Cezles being Slain, 
that Country was claim'd by the Houſe of A4. 


Ihe Ne- ftriaas part of Syria. In 1476, Maximilian I. 


cherlands. 


Spain, 


7655. 


by a Marriage with the Princeſs ary, Daugh- 
ter and Sole Heireſs of Charles the Hardy, laſt 
Duke of Burgundy, became in her Right poſſeſ- 
ſed of the Earldom of Burgundy, and the Seven- 
teen Provinces of the Netherlands. In 1496, 


Philip I. marry'd Johanna, Daughter and Hei 
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Arms, poſſeſs'd himſelf of Portugal Ferdinand II. 


gether with Moravia, Sileſia and Luſatia. Jo- 
Jeph 1. was made King of 4 0 by right of 
Whe 


1 View of the State of the Empire, e. 7 


reſs of Ferdinand King of Spain, and by, that Bohemia, 
Match annexed all Spain, the Kingdom of Na- Moravia, 


Sileſia, 


ples-and Sicily, the Iſlands of Sardinia, Majorca Hunga a 
254 Malt a 2 the Houſe of Auſtria. In 1527 Dale, 
Ferdinand J. in Right of his Wife added the Croatie, 


Kingdom of Bohemia and Hungary, with all their 3 | 
Dependencies, to the ſame Family. In Charles Milan, 


V. Reign there was an Acceſſion of the 1530. 
Dutchy of Milan as a Fief of the Empire 


then void. In 1580 Philip the II. partly in nohemia 


Right of his Wife, partly by Inheritance from #eredi- 


his Mother J//abella, but chiefly by force of 1520. 


Hungary, 


wholly reduced the Kingdom of Bohemia, to- 1687. 


Inheritance December 9. 1687. reas till then 


that Kingdom was Elective. But more than this 
the Houle of Auſtria has for many Ages now 


paſt enjoyed the Imperial Dignity, which ſcarèe, 
as I ſaid before, can be transfer'd into any 
other Houſe, without apparent Danger to the 
whole Empire. It is alſo in Expectation of the 


Datchy of Mirtenburg falling to it. 


When the laſt Emperor Joſeph then Arche * 
duke of Auſtria, was in 1687 Crowned King of 
Hungary, the States conſented that the Crown 
ſhould be Hereditary in the Auſtrian Family, 
and gave up an Article of the Declaration of 
King Andrew, by virtue of which each of the 


three Eſtates had a right to oppoſe the King 


when he contravened the Laws of the Kingdom 
without being reputed Offenders tor taking up 
Arms and not ſubmitting to his Orders, 

Of the Cities and Provinces above-mention'd Loffes; 
many have been loſt by the Injury of Time. In 
the 14th Century, the Connties of Habsburg, 
Baden and Kiburg were taken from it by the 
Switæ. In 1415 it loſt the greateſt Part of the 

A 4 Dutchy 
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Dutchy of Schawber.In 1 $29 the Turi took many 


places in Hangary. In 1572. Seven Provinces of 


the Netherlands withd te themſclyes from Spain, 


and the French have made themſelves Maſters 
of a great part of the reſt. In 1640 Portugal 
Revolted and ſet up a King of its own. In 1648 
all Alſatia was ſet over to the French with Briſac 
and Sumtgaw, by a Treaty of Peace at Oſnaburg. 
In 1659 the French gained a great part of the 


Spaniſh Nerherlands by the Pyrenæan Peace. By 


the Treaty of e 1678 Friburg was gi- 
ven up to the French, as alſo the County of 
Bur gundy, and all thoſe that yet remain'd in 


Artois. In 1684 the French. made themſelves . | 
Maſters of the Dutchy of Luxemburg, and the 


City of that Name. In 1686 the Principality 
of Swibuſe, with the City of that Name, was 
deliver'd up to the Elector of Brandenburg, and 


the French King breaking the Truce, took Phi- 


lip+hurg on the Rhine from this Family, Novem- 
ber 1. 1688, 0. S. but this and many other 
Flaces the French had taken were deliver'd up, 
or an Equivalent given by the Treaty of Reſwick. 

I ſhall now give an Account of all the Im- 
perial Feydataries of greateſt Note in ah; 
and begin with the State of Milan, the Inſtal- 
ment of which Dutchy as well as of the State 
of Siena, the Catholick King receives from the 
Emperor, giving the Subinſtalment of the latter 
to the Great Duke of Tuſcany, whoſe High- 
nels is alſo accounted amongſt the Emperor's 


Vaſlals for Ponte-Mole, and other Feuds which I 


he poſleſſes in the Lunigiana: The Duke of 
Savoy, in reſpect of that Dutchy, is compre- 
hended amongſt the German Princes, with 
whom he likewiſe concurs in the Contribution 
of the Monthly Reman Payment as much as any 
EleQor, but as Prince of Piedmont and Duke 


of 


Yu 


# 
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of Avoſta he is reputed an Italian Potentate, 
Feudatory of the Empire. 


The Houſe of Gonzaga, as well for its anci- 


ent Extraction, as for the Quality, and Quan- 
tity of its Princes, that under the Protection 
of the Imperial Eagle flouriſh in Ia, is very 


conſpicuous ; the Chief of it is the Duke of 


Mantoua and Monferrat both Imperial Feuds ; 
the next to him is the Duke of Gaaſtalla, and 


the reſt are the Duke of Sabionera Prince of 
Box ⁊olo, with the Princes of Caſtiglione, Solfe- 
rino and Feſcovato, as alſo the Count of Novel- 
lara, all inſtalled by Cæſar. 

The Duke of Modena, of the moſt ancient 
and illuſtrious Family of Eſte, derives from the 
Emperor the Sovereignty he enjoys over Mo- 
dena, Reggio, Carpi and Coreggio,of which Feuds 


bis Imperial Majeſly grants him the Inſtalment 


together with that of Kovigo. 

The Duke of Mir..ndela of the Moſt Noble 
Houſe of Pica of the Saxen Blood, does like- 
wiſe honour the high Dominion of the Roman 
Empire. | 

The ſame does the Duke of Maſſa of the 


Houſe of C:bo that came from Rome originally. 


The molt noble Family of Malaſpina pays al- 


ſo Homage to Cæſar, for the Feuds his Majeſty 


hath in the Lunigiana, where the moſt princi- 
pal Branch thereof flouriſhes in the Marguis de 
Malaſpina de Foſdinovo and Cragnola, after whom 
are accounted the Marquis of: Podenzana, with 
thoſe of Suvero, Olivola, Liciana, Mulazza, la 
Baſtia, Treſchietto, Villafranca and others. 

In the ſame Lunigiana there is (beſide the 
abovementioned Feuds of the ſaid Malaſpina's) 
Ponte-mole, Fivi x ano, and others poſſeſs'd by 
the Great Duke of Tuſcany; Treggiana granted 
to the Marquis Corſini of Florence and Malgrato 
adjudged to Count Stanga of Cremona. 
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AView of the State of the Empire, &c. 
In Lombardy there is the Dukedom of Deſara 
belonging to the Houſe of Tix zona of Vercelli; 
the County of Rocca d Arazzo belonging to the 
Lords Oſaſcty; the County of Macagn to the 
Houfe of Mandella of Milan; the County of 
Ruolo to the Family of Seſſi of Reggio; and the 
County of Fridchi to the Houſe of Mazzerts, 
and that of Gatold in the Dominion of Mantoua, 
with KRetegno to Prince Trivaltio. 

In Liguria thete is the Marquiſate of Zucca- 
rello, the laſtalment whereof belongs to the 
Republick of Genua; that of Final to the Ca- 
tholick King; the Marquiſate of Turiglia to 
Prince D*Oria ; the Marquiſate of Pallavicino to 
the Family of Botta of Pavia; the Marquiſates 
of Arquata, and Roggaforte to Philip, and Nea- 
polion Spinola; the Marquiſate of spigno to the 
Houſe of Aſinari; the County of Taſſarolo to ano- 
ther Spinola; that of Miileſimo to the Houſe of 
Caretti; that of St. Chriſtopher to Charles D*Oria 
Savignone tO the Houſe of Centarioni, Francavilla, 
Campi, Mongrardino, Vergagn, and other Lords 
of Spinola; Maglia to the tamily of Scarampi. 

Ihe Pretenſions of the Houſe of Auſtria are, 
(1. To the Dutchy of Burgundy, which be- 
long'd of Kight- to Maximilian I. as havi 
Married Mary Daughter and ſole Heireſs of 
Burgundy ;, but the then King of France re- 
fuſed to inveſt him on Pretence of the Salique 
Law. (2) To Tranfilvania, Moldavia, Wala. 
chia and Bulgaria, as Dependances on the King- 
dom of Hungary. (3.) To the County of Habſ= 
burg, Baden and Kiburg. (4) To the City of 
Schaffhuſe. (5.) To the Kingdom of Portugal, 
as having actually Revolted from that of Spain. 
(6.) To the Du chy of Luxemburg. 3 

The Emperor's preſent Titles are, Elect of 
the Romans, and Emperor of Germany, always 
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A Viewof the State of the Empire, &c. 
Auguſt, King of Hungaria, Bohemia, Dalmatia, 
Croatia, Sclavania, Archduke of Auſtria, Duke 
of Burgundy, Brabant, Styria, Carinthia,Carni- 
ola, Marquis of Moravia, Duke of Luxemburg 


of the Upper and Lower Sileſia, of Wirtemburg, 
and Tecka, Prince of Swevia, Count of Hab/- 


burg, of Tyrol, Friburg and Geritia, Marquis of 


the Sacred Roman Empire, of Burgoin, of the 
Upper and Lower Luſatia, Lord of the Mar- 
quiſate of Sclavonia, of the Port of Naon, and 
the Salt Mines. 


*% 


As we have: faid before, this Houſe owes its e Gene- 
Original to the Earls of Hababurg, whereof a of 
Rudolphas the Fourth Earl was the firſt German ide, Houſe 


Emperor of that Family; he was Born May the 


of Auſtria. 
Rudol- 


1ſt. 1218. and brought up in the Court of the phus I. 


Emperor Frederick II. Afterward made Lord 


High Marſhal in the Court of Ottocur King of 
Bohemia. In 1273. he was choſen Emperor by 
the Unanimous Conſent of the Princes of the 
Empire, and Crown'd the ſame Year at Aix la 
Chapelle. He freed Ger from Robbers, and 
had Auſtria ſetled on his Eldeſt Son Albert, the 
firſt Archduke of Auſtria, Born July 29. 1242. 

II. He was Sirnamed Monoculus, and was 


the only Propagator of the Auſtrian Family, Albert 
who having vanquiſh'd the Emperor Adolphia of the Fiſt. 


Naſſau, ſet the Imperial Diadem on his own 


Head. His Empreſs was Elizabeth Daughter of 
the Duke of Carinthia, Earl of Tyrol and Go- 
ritia, by whom he had One and twenty Chil- 


dren, but was at laſt killed by his own Nephew 


Son of his Brother Rudolphus, who died in a 
Convent in Jtaly, whither he fled for Refuge: 
Of the many Children he left only Albert Sir- 
nam'd the Wiſe, preſerved the Auſtrian Family; 
but the Empire fell from it in the next Succeſ- 
hon, Henry Count of Luxemburg being choſen 


| Emperor A. D. 1308. 


III. His 


Albert 


the Second 
of Auſtria. 


Albert 


the Third 
of Auftria, 


A View of the State of the Empire, &c. 
III. His Son Albert II. quitting his Cloiſter, 
Married the Lady Joa ſole Heireſs to the Earl- 
dom of 7ſirre, and departed this Life in 1338. 
leaving two ſurviving Sons; Alert the Thigdy 
and Leopold the Second | 

Albert the Third in the Divifon of his Fathers 
Inheritance between him and his Brother Leopold, 
had Auſtria, Stiria and Carinthia for his Part, in 
which he was ſucceeded by his Son Albert the 
Fourth Sirnamed the Patient, who by Joan 
Daughter of Albert Duke of Bavaria had Al- 
bert the Fifth a very Fortunate Prince, who in 


the ſpace of one Year was inaugurated ia the 


Leopold 


Imperial, Bohemian and Hungarian Crowns, Anno 
1438. One Hundred and 1 hirty Years after it 
had been out of the Auſtrian Family; before 


which the Marquiſate of Moravia, had been 


given him in Dowry with his Wife Elizabeth 
Daughter to the Emperor Sigiſmund, whom he 
ſucceeded in the Empire by the Name of Al- 
bert the Second; but Reigned ſcarce two Years 
and left only a Poſthumous Son, who died in 
his Childhood. 


V. His Brother Leopold had. Leveral Chil= 


tbe Second dren, of whom his Son Earneſt Ferreus was the 


Frederick 
the Fourth 
and Sixth 
of the Em- 

pire. 


Maxim. 


lian tbe 


Firſi of 
Auftia. 


Preſerver of the. Auſtrian Race for his Son. 

VI. Frederick the Fourth, and the Sixth Em- 
peror of that Name, was Eleted Emperor. 
1440. His Empreſs, Eleanor Daughter of Ed- 
ward Ring of — bore him five Children. 


The Two that, ſurvived were cu given: 


in Marriage to Albert And 
Maximilian the Firſt, in whom the Houſe of 
Auſiria was preſerved. He was born at Naples 
in the Year 1459. In 1486 he was elected King 
of the Romans, his Father Frederick being yet 
alive. ln his Reign Luther's Reformation be- 
2 u, the Imperial Chamber was inſtituted, the 
mpire divided into Circles, Vienna reſtor d 0 
the 


- 
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the Houſe of Auſtria, and Burgundy and the 
Low Countries annex'd to the ſame Family. His 


13 


Wives were Mary Daughter and ſole Heireſs of 


Charles Duke of Burgundy, and aſter her Blanche 


Mary Davghter of Galeazzo Duke of Milan, 
by whom he had Margaret, who after many 


turns of Fortune was made Governeſs of the 
Netherlands, and Philip of whom more anon, 


Maximilian full of Days and Content, piouſly 
and peaceably ended his Days on the 12th of 


January 1519. ; 


VII. Philip the Firſt ſtiled the Delight of Man- Philip T. 
kind, was born 1478. At Seventeen his Father F Pain. 


gave him the Government of the Low Countries 
and Burgundy, In 1496 he married the Princeſs 


Johanna Eldeſt Daughter and Heireſs of Ferdi- 
and King of Spain, in whoſe Right he became 
immediately poſſeſs'd of the Kingdoms of Ar- 


ragen and Caſtile; but he died of a Dyſentery in 
the Year 1519. leaving a fair Iſſue behind him 
by his Queen Johanna. His Two Sons were 
Charles the Fifth, and Ferdinand the Firlt ; be- 


tween which two Princes there was a Diviſion 


Houſe 
ron whe 


of the Provinces; whence the Houſe of Auſtria divided 


became likewiſe divided into the Spaniſh and 
German Lines; but upon this Irrgvocable Con- 
dition, that while there was any remaining 


into the 
Spaniſh 
and Ger- 


Man Lines. 


Branches of the Male-Lines of either Houſe, 
they ſnould reciprocally ſucceed each other by 


Confraternity, without the Inter poſition of 
Female Pretenders, unleſs the Males of both 
Houſes were totally extinguiſhed. They alſo 
add, that this League has been ſince renewed 


by all the ſucceeding Emperors and Kings of 


Spain; ſo that the Crown of Spain is but Fides 
Commiſſa, which ought to have returned te the 
1 8 by the Death of Charles II. without 
Iſſue. | 


— 


The 
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Charles the Fifth King of Sþain Founder of 
this Line, was Elected Emperor of Germany at 
Frankfort, June 29. 1519. and was Crown'd at 
Aix la Chapelle in October 1520. After a long and 

lorious Reign he Abdicated the Empire, and 
eft Spain to his Son Philip, whom he had by 
Iſabel of Portugal. 

IX. This Philip the Second was Born 1543. 
made King of Sicily and Naples 1543, King of 
England and Ireland, in right of his Wife Mary, 
Daughter of Henry the Eighth, Lord of t 
Low Countries, and Duke of Milan 1555, and 
laſt of all King of Spain 1556. His firſt Queen 
was Mary, Daughter of John the Third King of 
Portugal; his Second Mary Queen of England, 
his Third Jabella, Daughter of Henry II. King 
of France; and his Fourth, Arne, Daughter of 
the Emperor Maximilian the Second., By the 
firſt he had Prince Charles, Born 1565, deceas'd 
in Priſon 1568. By the Third Iſabella Clara Eu- 
genia,Born 1566, Married to Albert the Seventh 
of Auſtria, Deceas'd 1633, and Catharine Born 
1567, and married to Charles Emanuel Duke of 
Savoy on the 11th of March 1585. By the laſt 


à Son of his own Name. 


Philip the Third, Born 1578, in whoſe Iſſue 


Philip III. the Spaniſh Line is continued. He Succeeded 


his Father in his Kingdoms in 1598. His Queen 
was Margaret, Daughter to Charles Archduke 
of Auftria,who bore him Eight Children, where- 


of Three died in their Infancy, the reſt were, 


1, Anna Maria Mauritia, Married to Louis the 
Thirteen King of France 1615. 2. Mary Anne, 
Marricd to the Emperor Ferdinand the Third in 
1631. 3. Ferdinand Cardinal and Governor of 
the Netherlands, 4. Philip the Fourth, who 

: ſucceeded 
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\ ſucceeded his Father 1621. He had two Wives 


Elizabeth, Daughter to Henry the Fourth King 
of France, who bore him Eleven Children, but 
all of them either died Young, or in their In- 
fancy, except Maria Thereſia, who was Married 


to Louis the Fourteenth the preſent French King 


in 1660, deceaſed July 30. 1683; his Second 
Queen was Mary Anne, Daughter to the Empe- 
ror Ferdinand the Third by whom he had Iſſue: 
1. Margaret Thereſia, Married to Leopold the 
late Emperor in 1666. 


T5 


Charles the Second, Born November 6. 166 1, Charles 


who Succeeded in that Kingdom, at the Death 
of his Father Philip in the Year 1665, In 1679 


the Secend 
of Spain, 
and his 


he took to Wife Mary Louiſa, Daughter of in. 


Philip Duke of Orleans, who dying without 
Iſue 1689, he was Married to Maria Ama, 
Daughter of Philip William Elector Palatine, 
who is yet living, a Widow : For King Charles 
having led a very ſickly, crazy, unactive Life, 
be departed this Life the Firſt of November 
A. B. 1700, and leaving no Iſſue behind him, 
he made a Will, [or rather one was made for 
him] that has laid the Foundation of the pre- 


} ſent War. Wherefore I ſhall take Leave to 


ſhew very briefly how this pretended Will was 
procur'd and publiſh'd. 


- 


*Tis Notorious to all the World, that Charles A former 
the laſt King of Spain made a Will, wherein he i. 


declar'd the Archduke his Succeſſor, ſome 
conſiderable time before his Death, and the 


.* Succeſſion of the Crown was ſo entirely inveſted 
in him, that there was no manner of Proviſion 


made for the French Line, with which the Court 
of Spain was well ſatisfied, and there was no 
other Intereſt made in Publick nor any Heir 
talk'd of, but he who was already named: Thus 
it continued a long time before the King died, 
aud might have done ſo {tl}, if Cardinal Porto- 


carero, 
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rarero, gain'd by French Gold and French Arti- 
fices, had not impos'd another upon him. This 
Cardinal brought in the French Intereſt and Fa- 


Qion, whiſper'd the King the Injury that would 


be done to France if the Succeſſion was given 
from her, and that there was no Right (not- 
withſtanding the Treaty of St. John de Lux, 
and the Renunciation of of the French King and 
Queen) but what was abſolutely in the Chil- 
dren of that Marriage. The bigotted King 
being more afraid of doing a thing that hazar- 
ded the Welfare of his Soul, than Conſenting 
to a Project that might undo all the Kingdoms 
and Countries round about him, liſtened to the 
Cardinal, and gave him hopes of Succeeding. 
While this Project was depending at Madrid, 
Meaſures were concerted elſewhere for the Se- 
curity of the reſt of Europe, by preventing the 
Crown of Spain from falling into any one Monar- 
chy, whether that of Germany or France; then 
having agreed npon Terms according to the 
moſt reaſonable way of ſecuring the Peace of 
Europe, they propos'd them to France and the 
Emperor. The French King doubtful of his Suc- 
ceſs at Madrid, conſented to what was offer'd 
him, and ſeeing no Probability of getting all, 
was glad to be content with a part: The Empe- | 
peror on the contrary, well affured of his Right, 
and not doubting but his Son would be declard 
Succeſlor, refuſed to engage in that Partition, 
which was the diſmembring of an Empire, that 
would one Day be actually his; and in this Aſ- 
ſurance ſtood out to the laſt; but now comes 
the great Turn, the unexpected Cataſtrophe of 
.the Spaniſh Policy. 42d 7 
The Cardinal Arch-Biſhop, being of great Cre- 
dit in the Court, and with the weak and credu-. 
lous King, forms a Confederacy to help him to turn 
the Stream into that Channel; and in the very 
Moment 


&c. 
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: of Death, when the King was given up 
This eren e of another Life, and was wil- 
nd Fa- ling to forget every thing that might bring back 
would his Mind to Earth again, this Falſe Prelate came 
Siren ia wich a 77 of his own making, and told the 
(not- King plainly, he would not give him his laſt 
e La Benedictions, till he had revoked his firſt Will, 
ng an and ſigned that. The weak King now upon the 
+ Verge of Life, conſents to any thing, rather 
| King | than be deny'd Abſolution, and to procure 
a ſign'd the Will for the Duke of 4a 
enting foul "which when he had done, the Cardinal 
B0OMS MY told him him he might Aie when he Pic, So 
Nas the he ſhut his Eyes and departcd. | 
1 4 What was done by the Emperor Leopold to 
ladrid, recover the Spaniſh Monarchy, what by the 
auf Confederates in favour of his Son the Archduke 
ng the Charles, is freſh in our Memories, and we mall 
. therefore 2 to the German Line of the 
to the Houſe o 955 6 | 
ace of Þ ' The German Line. 
ad the | $50 p 
is SUC- 1 ow ſpeak of the other Son of perdigand 
offer*d 1 — vir Abekcs of the German Line. His the Firſt: 
ng all, Name wasFerdinand Born in Spain 1 503. Crowu'd 
Empe- King of Hungary aud Bohemia in the Right of 
le "MN his Wife, 1527. Elected King of the Romans 
cclar'd' 1531, and Emperor 1556. His Empreſs was 
tition, | Ame Daughter to'Vladiſlaus King of Hungary, . 
7 that Siſter to Louis the lnſant. He died 1563, in the 
iis Aſ- 2 60th Year of his Age, and left for his Succeſſor stat, 
"he of XI. Maximilian tie Second, who was Crow Hd Min! 
phe of King of Bobemi a September 200. 1562, and of Second; 
a Hungary, Sept. 8. in the following Year. He Was 
ce, lle ife Eledted King of the Komans the ſame 
credu- Year, and Emperor 1 564. His Wiie was ary 
o turn Daughter of the Emperor Charles V. by whom 
« yz he had fifteen Children. His Eldeſt Son Rudol- 
Omen EY 


B | phis 


-___ "7 xy 
«4 — 4 PF « . oy N 
. — - % 


— — ” , 
3 — — 
= = 4 V7 # 


— 


— — — — - — — — — 
— — 


* 
— = —_— * 
Ta 
yo”, 3 „ add 


the Firſt, 


A View of the State of the Empire, %c, 
bas the Second, Born June 18. 1552. Suc- 
cccded his Father in the Empire 1576. in the 
25th Year of his Age. He was never Mar- 
ried, and dying the 16th of Fanuary 161 1, left 
the Principal Dignity and Dominions to his 
Brother Matthias the Firſt, Born 1557. and 
elected Emperor at Frankfort, une the 13th 
1612, This Prince dying without Iſſue was 
rerdinend Succeeded by his Couſin Ferdinand the Se- 
#c II. of cond Emperor of that Name, Son of Charles 
2 Duke of Stiria, Son of Ferdinand the I. He 
of the En. Was twice Married; Firſt to Mary Anne 
pe. Daughter of William V. Duke of Bavaria, and 

Twenty Two Years afrer, 'to Elianor of Man- 

tua Duke Vincents Daughter; by the Firſt, 

he had Two Daughters, that lived to be of 

Age, viz. Mary Anne Married to Maximili- 

an Elector of Bavaria, Deceaſed 1665. And 

Cacilia Renata to Caſmire King of Poland, who 

died March 13. 1644; as alſo Two Sons, viz. 

Ferdinand the Third, Born Fuly 13. 1698. 

And Lecpeld William, Born 1612, Elected Bi- 

ſhop of Strasburg and Paſſau, This Emperor 
died An. Dem. 1637. 

XV. Ferdinand the Third of the Empire 
and the Fourth of Auſtria Succeeded in the 
Government of the Empire, upon the Death 
of his Father, having been Crowned King 
of Hungary 1625, of Bohemia in 1627, of the 
Romans. 1636, and laſt of all Emperor in 
1637, by the Name of Ferdinand III. His 

_ firſt Wife was Mary Anne Daughter of Philip 
III. King of Spain, who deceaſed May 13. 

1646; His Second was Maria Leopoldina 

Daughter to the Arch-Duke Leopold V. And 

his Third was Eleonora Gonzaga Daughter of 

Charles Duke of Mantua, whom he left a Wi- 

dow April 2. 1657, and ſhe allo died in 1686. 


He 
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He had Iſſue by theſe Princeſſes as follow- 
eth. Firſt, 

Ferdinand Born September 8. 1633, Crow- 
ned King of - Bohemia 1646, of Hungary 1647; 
of the Romans 1653, being the Fourth King 
of that Name; but died the Year following. 
2. Mary Anne, Born October 12. 1634, Mar- 
ried to Philip IV. King of Spain November 7. 


1649. 3. Philip Auguſtus, Born 1637, decea- 


ſed 1639. 4. Maximilian Thomas, Born 1638, 
deceaſed the Year following. 5. Leopoldas, 
Ignatius Franciſcus, Balthazer, Foſephas, Felicia- 
nam, Born June 9. 1640, the late Emperor. 
6. Mary, Born and Dead the ſame Year, viz. 
1646. 7. Charles Foſepb,Biſhop of Paſſau, Great 
Maſter of the Teutonick Order, and Biſhop of 
Breflaw, Born 1649, deceaſed 1664. 8. Tre- 
veſa Maria Foſepha, Born 1652, deceaſed the 
Year following. 9. anora Maria, Born 
May the 21. 1653, Married to Michael King 
of Poland in 1670, and after his deceaſe, 
Married to the Famous Warrior Charles Duke 
of Lorain in 1678. 19. Maria Anna Foſepha 
Born 1654, Married to Jobn William, Heredi- 
tary Prince Pala ine October 15. 1678, de- 
ceaſed April 7, 1689. And 11. Ferdinand 
Aloiſius, Born 1657, deceaſed the Year 
following. Ohe Wh | 

XVI. Leopold the Firſt Emperor of that 


Name, Inaugurated King of Hungary at Preſ- 


burg Fune 27. 1655. of Bohemia at Prague, Au- 
guſt 2. 1656, and Emperor at Francfort Fuly 
22. 1658. In 1666, he Married Margaret 
Thereſa, Daughter of Philip the LV. King of 
Spain, who died March 20, 1673. After her 
Deceaſe he Married Claudia Fikeiras Daugh- 
ter to the Arch-Duke Ferdinand October 15. in 


the ſame Year; but ſhe likewiſe died April 


the 8, 1676, He proceeded to a Third 
B 2 Choice 
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Choice who was Eleanora Magdalena Tereſa, 
Eldeſt Daughter of Philip William Duke of 
Newburg and Ele#or Palatine, and was Married 
to her Fanuary 6. 1677; by the Firſt Ven- 
ter he had Iflue, 1. Ferdinand Menceſla us, 
Born Septem. 28. 1677, deceaſed January 1668. 
2. Maria Antonia Foſephaz; Married to Maxi- 
millan Emanuel, Elector of Bavaria 1686. z. 
Jobn Born and Dead the ſame Year, 4. Ma- 
riana Foſepha, who was Born and died the 
ſame Year 1672. By the Second, he had 
only Two Daughters, both ſhort liv'd ; but 
by the prefent Empreſs, he hath had Foſeph, 
James, Enatiur, fohn, Anthony, Euſtachiug, 
the Joy and Hope of his Parents, Born Fu- 
ly 16. Old Stile, 1678, Crowned King of 
Hungaty 1688. Mary Eliſabeth Licia Fhereſa, 
Born December 13. 1680. 3. Lecpold, Foſeph, 
Philip, William, Anthony, Eraſanus, Born 1682, 
deccaſed Auguſt 4. 1684. 4. Mary, Anne, 
Foſepha, Regina, Born September . 1683. F. 
Mary Tereſa, Born Auguſt 22. 1684. 6. Charles, 
Francis, Feſepb, Wenceſlaus, . Baltbagar, John, 
Anthony,» Ignatius, Born October 1. 1685, Old 
Stile. 7. Maria, Foſepba, Coliecta, Antonia, 
Born March 6. 1687. And 8. Anna. Foſepha, 
Antonia, Magdalena, Gabriela, Born March 26. 
1689, Old Stile. Foſeph, who was choſen King 
of the Remans in 1690, Succeeded his Father 
A. D. 1705. He Married: Withelima Aaria, 
Daughter of Jobn Frederick Duke of Hannover, 
in 1699, and Died the 16th of April 171t, 
leaving behind him Iflue, Two Daughters 
only; and the Succeſſion of all his Heredi- 
tary, and very probably his Imperial Domi- 
nions, to Charles III. King of Spain, &c. 

The Empire is divided inro ten Circles, 
and in theſe are comprehended the Electors, 
Princes, Earls, Nobility, and the free Ci- 
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ties of Germany; which, enjoying the Title 
of States, at this preſent, govern their re- 
ſpective Diſtricts, not to enumerate the 
Princes and Imperial Feudataries of I., 
who, by the Exemptions to them granted at 
the Inſtallments of their Eſtates and Feuds, 
remain immediately ſubject unto the Empe- 
ror's Perſon; but are not in the leaſt obliged 
to conſorm themſelves to any Laws or Sta- 
tutes that are enacted in the Imperial Di- 
ets, nor to pay their Quota towards any of 
thoſe Taxes or Impoſitions that are rais'd 
by the ſeveral States of Germany in thoſe 


Aſſemblies. 


Among the abovementioned Circles, that 
of the Lower Rhine, otherwiſe called the 
Electoral, enjoyeth the Precedence; that 
is to ſay, the Archbiſhops of Menz, Triers 
and Colen, and the Count Palatine of Hei- 
dclbergh, 

The Circle of Upper Saxony containeth 
the State of the Elector of that Name; as 
likewiſe the Electorate of Brandenburg, with 
the two Pomerania's, the Princes of the Houle 
of Saxony, of Altenburg, Coburg, Weymar, Go- 
tha, and Eyſenack, with the Prince of Anhalt, 
al theſe of the Proteſtant Religion ; the 
Earls of Mansfelt, Suartenburg, Stolberg, and 
Gleicken, Lutherans. 

The Auſtrian Circle, containeth the Pro- 
vinces of the Upper, Lower, and Inner 
Auſtria, and the Biſhoprick of Trent, and 
Beiſſanone. 

The Circle of Bavaria, comprehend; the 
Archbiſhoprick of Ratisbon?, Paſſuw, and Fri- 
fingen, the Prince Præpoſitus of Berchtolſtat, the 
Dukedom of the two Bavaria's, with the Up- 

er Palatinate, and Langraveſhip of Luchtcr- 
berg, lately enjoy'd by the Bavarian Elector ; 
B 3 beſides 
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beſides the Palarinate of Newberg, with the 


Earls of Ortemburg, Stauffen, and the Free Ci- 
ty of Ratisbone, | 

The Upper Circle of the Rhine, comprehends 
the four Biſhops of Wormes, Spire, Strasburg, 
and Baſil, with the Prince Abbot of Fulden ; 
the Palatines of Deuxponts, Spanheim, Veldentz, 
and Lanteregh; the Landgraves of Heſſe-Caſ- 
ſel, and Darm ſtat; the Dukedom of Savoy, 
and Earldoms of Nomeny in Lorain ; the 
Prince of Aremberg ; the Earls of Naſſaw, Sar- 
bruck, Salm, Hannau, Leininghen, Waldeck, with 
the Rhinegraves; the ten Cities of Alſatia, 
thoſe of Francfort, Wormes, Spire, Landaw, and 
all Wetteraw, 

That of the Lower Saxony, contains the 
Archbiſhopricks of Magdeburg, and of Bremen, 
now reduc'd into ſecular Dukedoms ; the 
firſt belonging to the Elector of Brandenburg, 
and the other to the Crown of Sweden, by 
Virtue of the Oſnabrug Peace; likewiſe the 
Biſhoprick of Hilderſbeim, the Dutchy of Brun- 
fwick, of Mecklenburg, of Lawenburg, and of 
Holſtein ; the County of Blanckem urg, and 
the Free Cities of Bremen, Lubeck, Hamburg, 
Goſiar, and others. 

In the Franconian Circle, there are the Bi- 
ſhops of Bamberg, and of Wurtzburg, who is 
alſo Duke of the Eaſt Saxony, and of Eichſtadt 
with the Grand Maſter of the Teutonick Order; 
the two Marquiſſes of Brandenburg, Culmpach, 
On libach, vulgary denominated from the 
Places of their Reſidence; the Princes of Ba- 
reith and Ansbach; the Earls of Erpach, Hoen- 
Joe, Verthaim, Swartzemverg, with the Free 
Citics of Norimberg, Rotenburg, Sweirfort and 
others, which are all Lutherans, excepr the 
Lecletiaſticks, and ſome few Seculars. 
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The Circle of Suevia or Schwaben. hath the 
Biſhops of Ausburg, Conſtance, and Coire, with 
ſeventeen Abbots, and ſix Abbeſſes, the two 
Marquiſſes of Baden and Durlach, the Duke 
of Wirtemberg, about fifreen Earldoms, and 
thicty Free Cities. 

The Circle of Weſtphalia, containeth the 
Biſhops of Leige, of Paderborne, of Mun- 
ſter, and of Oſnabrug, this laſt was lately 
in Poſſeſſion of a Lutheran Biſhop, of the 
Houſe of Brunſwick; but now of a Popiſh 
Prince of Lorain, and ſo is to remain alrer- 
nately in a Papiſt and a Proteſtant. It alſo 
comprehends the ſeculariſed Biſhopricks 
of Minden, Werden, Halberſtat, Raxelurg, Swe- 
rin, and Camin, poſſeſſed ſome by the, Ele- 
for of Brandenburg, ſome by the King of 
Sweden, and ſome by other Princes: Pe- 
ſides, there are reckoned in this Circie the 
Dukedoms of Juliers, Cleves, and Berghen, the 
Princes of Naſſaw, and Eaſt Frieze/2nd, about 
fifteen Earldoms, and the Citics of Colen, or 


Dortmond, and others. | 


The Circle of Burgundy takes in the Arch- 
biſhop of Beſancon, the Provinces of Burgundy, 
Brabant , and others, which acknowledge the 
Juriſdiction of the Emperor, though Burgun- 
dy is now no more ſummoned. 


Every one of the aforementioned Circles DireFors 
hath its Directors, and Chiefs of the Militia 9 the Cir- 


choſen by the Majority of Votes of the States 
of the Circle aſſembled ; and moſt common- 
ly they are one Eccleſiaſtick, and one Secu- 
lar of the beſt Rank; unto whom are direct- 
ed from the Emperor, or from the gengral 
Diets, all Orders and Commiſſions; and to 
whom it belongs, in caſe of any prething 
Extremity to ſummon the circular Diets, 
receive the Collections, bring tn Soldiery 

B 4 together, 
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together, and remedy all Inconveniences 
that may arjſe. Into theſe Aſſemblies are 
admitted not only the Eccleſiaſticks, and Se- 
cular Princes, with the Earls, but the free 
Nobility alto ; viz. a Deputy for every 
Prince ot the ſaid Ncbil'ty (in the ſame Form as 
the Abbots and.Earls uſe to appear in the gene- 
ral Diets) who in theſe Circular Aſlemblies en- 


joy the Privileges of ſitting and voting; and in 


them care.is taken to provide for all Neceſlities 


of the Circle: And Matters ſubordinate to the 


highelt Tribunals of the Empire, and to the uni- 
verſal Diets, are here alſo debated. 

Theſe univerſal Diets ought to be notified by 
the Emperor himſelf, fix Months before the 
prefixed time; who tranſmits the Diſpatches 
thereof to the Eletor of Mayence Great Chan- 
cellor of Germany; whoſe Office it is to give 
immediate Notice thereof to all his Brother 
Electors, and to the forementioned Ditectors of 
the Circle, and theſe to all the Members and 
States of their reſpective Juriſdictions; ſpecify- 
ins onto them, the Place where the Diet is to 


aſſemble, which ought to be a free City; aud 


this by Virtue of the Golden Bull, and confirmed 
by the Emperor Charles V. who ordered that 
the Circular Aſſemblies ſhould join and meet in 
one of the ſaid free Cities, as *tis punCtuall 
obſerved by Seven of the ſaid Circles; only it 
muſt be remarked, that the Electoral, and Au- 
ſtrian, and the Burgundian are exempted from 
y | 
In the fame general Diets, beſide the Provi- 
fioas which are made relating to the publick 
Good, there are new Laws iuſtituted, and the 
old ones imerpreted: *Tis here that al} Reſolu- 
tions of Peace or War are made; that all Delin- 
quents, whether Electors, Princes, or States are 
gopdemB'd by the Luperial Ban, new Princes 
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A View of the State of the Empire, %c. 
admitted to the Seſſion, and Vote ; the Grie- 
vances in Eccleſiaſtick and Civil Matters deci- 
ded; and in fine, all Matters, wherein the pub- 
lick Good is, concerned, are here concerted and 
eſtabliſned: And therefore, the Emperor him- 
ſelf is bound, whenſoever Sickneſs or ſome un- 
avoidable Neceſſity does not hinder him, to ap- 
pear perſonally ; at leaſt, at the Propoſitions 
Which in his own Name, ovght to be made by 
the Vice-Chancellor of the Empire, to the States 
aſſembled. But this is now neglected, and as 
Matters are managed at preſent, the Electors 
(he of Mentz excepted) and other Princes are, 
upon any {mall light Excuſes diſpenced from this 
Trouble, ſupplying their Abſence by ſending o- 
ther Deputies and Miniſters to the Diet. 

The Order which is kept, in the making the 
ſaid Propoſitions, is as followeth. Firſt, all this 


Body aſlembleth,in a great Hall, and there the 


Emperor, aſſiſted on one fide by the great Mar- 
ſhal, and on the other by the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Empire, takes the firſt Place under an eleva- 
ted and Majeſtical Throne; the Electors of 
Ment a, Bavaria, and Saxony ſit on the right 
Hand ; and on the Left, thoſe of Colen, Branden- 
burg, and the Palatine; and in the middle, dia- 
meirically over againſt the Emperor, the Elector 
of Triers: At a little Diſtance there ſtand lean- 


ing on two ſmall Tables, different one from the 


other, the Directors of Mentz for the Electoral 
College, and thoſe of Salzburg, or of Auſtria for 
the Other Princes; and theſe ſet down in Wri- 
ting all that is diſcours'd in that Aſſembly. 

The King of Bohemia, though he enjoys the 
Prerogative of Elector, yet not being accounted 
into the Number among the States, abſtains from 
appearing at the Diets, and only comes to the 
Congrels, where the Election of. the King of the 


first 
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firſt Place among the Secular Electors; and, in 
cale of Diſcrepancy of Votes, is the Arbitrator 
or Umpire. | 

Below the aforeſaid Electors, there are two 
Banks or Seats on both Sides of the Hall; one for 
the Eccleſiaſtick Princes, and the other for the 
Secular; on the firſt fit the Archduke of Au- 
ftria, the Duke of Burgundy, and the Archbiſhop 
of Sairzburg ;, who, in all the Seſſions, wherein 
the Diſcuſhon of new Matters is propos'd, alter- 
nately take, as well in Publick as Private, their 
Precedence in the College and Order of Voting: 
Now Bargundy being always annex'd to Auſtria, 
whenever it ſo falls out that Sal burg is to give 
place to Auſtria, he ought to fit under Burgundy. 
After theſe, follow the Archbiſhops of Beſancon, 
the great Maſter of the Textomck Order, and the 
Biſhops of Bamburg, Wormes, Wurtzbarg, Arch- 
ſtat, Strasburg, Conſtance, Auſpurg, and Hilder- 
theim, Paderborne, Ratishone, Paſſaw, Trent, Baſil, 
Liege, Coire, and Munſter ;, after them the Ab- 
bot of Fulden, the Superintendent of Campiduno, 
Eluanghen, Berchtols gaden, Brin, Stable, and 
Corſey; and at laſt the ordinary Abbots, that 
are not Princes of the Swabian Circle, a..d that 
of the Rhine. 

All the aboveſaid Epiſcopal Churches are pro- 
vided of their ſeveral Chapters, which have the 
Jus eligendi, but under a prefix'd Time; which 
being expired, and the Canons not come to any 
ſinal Agreement, the Court of Rome takerh it 
into Haad, and the Elected is bound to receive 
his Confirmation from his Holineſs, and the In- 
ſtallment from the Emperor: Almoſt all of them 
have Juriſdiction both in Spirituals and Tempoe 
rals, and if not in the City it ſelf, at leaſt in the 
Dioceſs; and no Canons are qualified for the 
paſſive Voice, unleſs they can ſhew their Nobili- 
ty for three or four Deſcents, both on ROS 
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and Mother's Side; yet the Statutes of the Me- 
tropolitan Chapter of Colen, require thoſe Proofs 
only of titular Houſes of Earls, and Princes of 
Germany : But ſuch as are admitted only to the 
active Voice, *tis ſufficient if they are of ordina- 
ry Families, and Doctors of Law or Theology. 
On the ſecond. Bank or Seat, at preſent the 
Duke of Bavaria takes the firſt place, and then 
the Adminiſtrators of the former Archbiſhoprick 
of Magdeburg, who is a Relation of the Elector 
of Saxony, and after his Death the Elector of 
Brandenburg will obtain this Place in Quality of 
Duke of the ſame ; then follow the Houſes Pa- 
latine of Lantern, Simeren, Newburg, the Duke- 
dom of Bremen belonging to the Crown of Swe- 


den, the Palatine Duke of Znaybrng, and that of 


Lantereck ;, the Dukes of Saxony, Altemburg, Co- 
hung, Weimar, Gotha, and Eyſenach; after them 
the two Marquiſſes of Calmbach, and Onolz bach, 
of the Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg; the 
Dukes of Brunſwick, divided into Four Votes, 
Zell, Grubenhagen, Calemberg, and Wolfenbuttull; 
the Principality of Halberftat, appertaining to 
the Elector of Brandenburg; the Dukedom of 
Wirtemburg ; the Principality of Verden, annex'd 
by the Treaty of Munſter to the Crown of Swe- 
den; the two Marquiſſes of Baden and Durlack, 
who likewiſe vote for his Principality of Hoch- 
berg; the two Landgraves of Heſſe Caſſel and 
Darmſtat; the lower Pomerania, belouging to 
Sweden, and the upper to Brandenburg; the two 
Dukes of Mecklenburg, Swerin. and Guſtrau; all 
which Houſes, begianing from Wirteuberg, al- 
ternately take Precedence in Imitation of Au- 
ſtria and Saltzburg. Then follow the Duke of 
Saæe- Lauenburg; the Principality of Minden, be- 
louging to Brandenburg ;, the Dukedom of Hol- 
ſtein, under the King of Len mark; the Land- 
gra veſhip of Leuchtenberg, poſſeſſed by . ; 
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the Duke of Savey, the Prince of Anhalt; the 
Earldom of Henneberg, poſſeſſed by the Palatine 


of Nemburg; the Principality of Hirfeldt, given 


to Heſſe Caſſel ; the Earl of Mompelg ard, of the 
Honſe of the Dukes of Mirtenberg; the County 
of Nomeney, belonging to the Duke of Lorain; 
and the Princes of Aremberg, Ho enzollern, Eg- 


genbe:o, Lobcowitæ, Averſpergh, Naſſaw Seighen, 


aud Naſſau Hadamar, that of Eaſt Frieſland, and 
that of Furſtenberg. 

The Order of this Bank is concluded and 
compleated by the Suevian, Wetter avian, Fran- 
conian, and Meſtphalian Circles; the Deputies 
of which change their Seſſion in the Form above- 
mention'd : The late Biſhop of Ofnabrug being a 
Proteſtant, had a Seat by himſelf by the Biſhops 
fide, and voted with them. Tis to be obſerv's, 
that the Repreſentatives and Ambaſſadors of the 
afore- nam'd Electors and Princes do not take 
the proper Place of their Maſters, in the perſo- 
nal Preſence ot the other Electors and Princes, 
but give them the Precedence in the fitting, tho 
not in the voting, except the Deputies ot Salt s- 
burg, Auftria, and Burgundy, all which, ia the 
College of Princes, do uot ftir for any Body; 
the now Elector Palatine pretending to do the 
ſame amonglt the Secular Princes, as being the 
firſt Duke. 

As for the Deputies of the Free Cities, *tis 
uſual with them at their opening of the Diets, 
to hear the Propoiitions ſtanding ; but in their 
College they are divided into two Ranks; that 
is to ſay, juto the Rhine Circle, which compre- 
hends Colen, Aix la Chapelle, Str aiburg, 1 ubeck, 
Wormes, Spires, Frenkfort, Agenhau, Colmar, Schel- 
ftat, Bremen, Milbauſen, Northazſen, Vaiſſenburg, 
Landau, Obefnheim, Kai ſer berg, Munſi er of St. 
Gregory, Keſleim, Turckeim, Fridberg, Weztlar, 
Geinhauſen, and Hamburg; and into the Sueviay 

| | Circle 
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Circle, in which are accounted the Cities fol- 
-Jowing, Regensburg or Rati bone, Ausburg Ni- 
remberg, Ulm, Eſling, Reutling, Nordling, Rotten- 
bung, Holl Uberling, Rot weil, Hailbron, Ghemin- 
den, Memming, Landau, Dunchels pull, Biberack, 
Ravensburg, V inſheim, Suainfurt, Kempten, Kauf- 
baieren, Vang hen, Inſy, Laite ter len, Wumpfen, 
Ghienghen, and Offenburg, Waitſemburg, Zell, Aalen, 
Popfingben, Puec hora, Puechan, Breghenback, and 
every one of them enjoyeth the Prerogative of a 
deciſive Vote. | 
Beſides the afore-mention'd Cities, there are 
ſeveral others in Germany; which, tho' they be 
not admitted into the College, neverthelefs 
uſurp the ſame Liberties and Freedoms; as 
Dan zick, Brandenburg, Wiſmar, Roſtock, Gripſ- 
waldt, Magdeburg, Lipfick, Jena, Vratiſlavia, or 
Breſlaw, and heretofore Brunſwic and Ertford, 
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lately ſubdu'd; all which were partly com- * In te 
prehended in the Hanſtarick League, and partly Te 1664. 


living under their on municipal Laws, acknow- 
ledge their Princes to be no more than their 
Protectors : All theſe Free Cities live under a 
popular Government, democratical or mixt, 
and only Norimberg preſerves an Ariſtocracy 
the Forty chief Families of that City abſtaining 
from all. forts of Mechanick or Liberal Arts 
whatſoever, and even avoiding the Title of Do- 
ctorſhip; yet, notwithitauding all this, they are 
eſteem'd much Iatcrior to the other Nobility, 
altho* of an inferiour Claſs; and this for their 
being ſubject to the Magiſtrate of the City, 
whole Juriſdiction in Germany extends it ſelf 
only to the Flebeaas ; and the Nobleman who 
ſubmits himſelf to it, is ip/o facto degraded. The 
Two Colledges, the Electorate, and that of the 
Princes will be treated of afterwards. 


The 
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he next Thing we ſhall mention, is the Gol- 


den Bull granted by the Emperor Charles IV. 
Which is the Foundation of the Imperial Con- 
ſtitutions. V3 


CHARLES, &c. 
We declare by this preſent Edict, which 
hall continue in Force for ever, That when there 
ſhall be occaſion to chooſe a King ef the Romans, or 
an Emperor, that when our Electors ſhall take their 
Journey to the Place of the ſaid Elettion, every 
Prince Elector ſhail be obliged to ſend a ſafe Guard 
to the Travelling Eleftors, that he may ſafely go 


through his Dominions, and further if it's requi- 


ſite, to the Place of Election; and the ſame ſhall 
be obſerved at his Return, under the penalty of loſing 
for that time only, his Vote in that Election. 

We command the fame to be obſerved alſo 


by all other Princes, Earls, Cc. of the Empire, 
under the pain of loſing their Fiefs, and other 


their Poſſeſſions, Rigbts, Privileges, and be 
guitly of the Imperial Ban, &c. h 
Wie likewiſe Command, That all Cities, T owns, 
&c. throngh which the Electors ſhall paſs, do furniſh 
them with all ſerts of Proviſions, &C. at Reaſona- 
ble Rates, under the Penalties above-mentioned. 

And if any Prince, Earl, &c. City, Town, &c. 
ſhould lay an Ambuſh, or by any kind of Trea- 


chery itop or hinder the Paſſage of an Elector, 


or his Deputy, in going or coming to or trom 
the Place of Election; we declare them guilty 
of Rebellion. 

And for their greater Security, and the Per- 
formance of this Edict, our Will and Pleaſure 
is, That all Electors, Princes, Cc. oblige them- 
{elves by their Oaths and in Writing, to per- 
form them bona fide under the aforeſaid Penal - 
ries. 


And 
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And tho' we Command all Electors, Cc. to 
give a ſafe Guard and Conduct to each Elector 
or his Deputy; yet we think it neceſſary bow- 
ever to aſſign each Eletor what Guards they 
ſhall have in going to, or coming back from, 
the Place of Election. 
The King of Bone mi a, Arch-Cupbearer of the 
Empire, ſhall be guarded by the Archbiſhop of 
Mentz, by the Biſhops of Bamber ag 00g With- 
bourg, by the Bargraves of Nuremberg and of 


The Arch-biſhop of Colen, Arch-Chancellour 
of the Empire in Jah, ſhall be guarded by the 
Arch-biſhops of Menrz aud Triers, by the Count 


 Huendo, 


of Palatine of the Rhine, and by the Landgrave 


of Heſſe, &c. 
© Arch- biſhop of T; riert, Arch · Chancellour 


of the Empire in.Galia and in the Kingdom of 


Arles, by the Arch-Biſhop of Mentæ, and by 
the Count Palatine of the Rbize. 

Ihe Count Palatine of the Rhine, Arch- Maſter, 
of the Empire, by the Arch-biſhop of Ment x. 
The Duke of Saxony, Arch- Marſhal of the 
Empire, by the King of Bohemia, and the Mar- 
quis of Brandenberg. 

We alſo. Command, that each Eleclor give 
timely Notice to thoſe through whoſe Domi- 
nions he is to travel, which way he intends to 
go, that they may ſend Conduct and Guards to 
the Place appointed. 

We likewiſe Ordain, That the then Arch- 
biſhop of Ment x fhall ſend his Circular Letters, 
by Expreſſes, to every Elector in particular, to 
bs them Natice of the Time aud Place of the 
aid Election, which ſhall . be Three Months 
from the Date of the Letters, whea the Ele- 


Etors ſhall repair ia Perſon, or by their De 1 


ties to the City of Frankfort u mo the Meyn. 
Form of theſe Letters, and of the Powersgiven 


to 
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the Deputies, ſhall be exhibited at the End of 
this preſent Edict. 

The Arch-biſhop of Ment ⁊, havin certain 
News of the Death of the Emperor, or of the 
King of the Romans, ſhall in a Month's Time, 
from the Day he has receiv'd the News of the 
faid Death, give Notice of it to all the Electors 
by his Circular Letters : and if the faid Arch; 
biſhop ſhould neglect it, then the Electors, with- 
out Intimation, ſhall in three Months repair to 
Franc fort to chooſe an Emperor or a King of the 
Romans. But none of the EleQors, or their Am- 
baſſadors, ſhall enter into Fancſort at the Time of 
the Election with more than 200 Horſe; 50 of 
which are only to be armed, And if any Elector, 
after having ſuch Notice to appear, ſhall refuſe 
or negle& to come or ſend his Depnties thither 
with fall Powers; or if being come, he retires 
before the Election be made, without leaving a 
Deputy, be ſhall for that Time only loſe his Vote 
in the Election. And that the Election may pro- 
ceed regularly, we command all the Inhabitants 
of Francfort, to protect the Elecors and their 
Retinues from any Kind of Inſult or Affronts; 
and if any Quarrel ſhould ariſe, to pacify it im- 
mediately, under Pain of Forfeiting their Rights 
and Priviledges. And to the end that Peace 
may be preſerved, they ſhall not ſuffer any Stran- 
ger to come into their City during the Time of 
the Election. 


The Elettion of the King of the Romans. 


The Electors having made their Entry in the 
City of Franckfort,*ſhail go in a Morning to the 
Church of St. Bartbelomew the Apoſtle ; and ha- 
ving alliſted at the Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Goſpel of St. John being laid before them, the 
— taftical Eleftors laying their Hands on their 

Breaks, 
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Breaſts, and the Secular Fleftors laying their 
Hand on the Goſpel, the Archbiſhop of Memz 


ſhall adminiſter to them, and take with them the 
following Oath : 


IN. Archbiſhop of Mentz, ſmear upon this Holy 
Goſpel, and by the Faith I owe to GOD and the Holy 
Roman Empire, that according to my beſt. Abilitiet, 
and with the Help of GOD, I will Elect ſuch a Per- 
fon for King of the Romans, whom I ſha!l think wor- 
thy of that Dignity, and that without any Solicita- 
tion, private Intereſt, Hopes of Reward, Promiſe, or 
Expettation whatſoever : So help me GOD and bu 
Saints. 


After having taken the ſaid Oath, the Electors 
ſhall proceed to the Election, and ſhall not go 
out of Franckfort,till the Election be made. And 
if in thirty Days, from the Day they began, they 
ſhall not have concluded the Election, they ſhall 
have no other Subſiſtance but Bread and Water, 
during the relt of the time that the Election con- 
tinues, and until it be finiſh'd. 

After the Ele#ors, or the greater Number of 
them, have made their Choice of a King of the 


Romans, the Election ſhall ſtand as effectually as 


if all of them had unanimouſly voted for the 
{ame Perſon. It is alſo provided, That if an 
Flector or his Deputy ſhall come to Francfort at- 
ter the Election is begun, he ſhall however be 
admitted to the Election, 168 

The King of the Romans, ſoon after his Electi- 
on, and before he adminiſters any Affairs of the 
Empire, ſhall by his Letters Patents coufirm 
(without delay) the Privileges, Rights, &c. of 
the Electors, Princes, Towns, which they eajoy'd 
before his Election, and ſhall do the ſame if he 
comes to be Emperor. 


"-Þ We 
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We alſo decree, That in caſe three Elefors 
preſent, or the Ambaſſadors of the abſent, . ſhall 
make choice of an Elector preſent or abſent to be 
King of the Rom ans, the Vote of the Elected, if 
he is preſent, or the Vote of his Ambaſſador if 
he is abſent, ſhall prevail and make the greater 
and decilive Number. 


The Places of the Arch-Biſhops of Triers, Colen, 
and Mentz. 


To: prevent Diſputes and Differences which 
may ariſe between the Arch-biſhops of Adentz, 
Colen, or Triers, about Precedency in Imperial 
and Royal Aſſemblies; we by and with the Con- 
fent and Advice of all the Electors, have ordain'd 
by this preſent Edict, which ſhall continue in 
Force for ever, that the Arch-biſhop of Trzers 
ſhall fit over agaiuſt the Emperor; he of Mentz 
ſhall fit in any Country whatſoever, the Province 
of Colen excepted, on the Right-hand of the Em- 


peror ;, and he of Colen upon the Right hand 


alſo, 
Of the Princes Electors in general. 


We likewiſe decree, That whenſoever the 
Emperor, or the King of the Romans, ſhall be 
preſent in the Imperial Aſſemblies, or ſhall tit 
in Council, at Table or in any other Place with 
the Eleftors, the King of Bohemia, as a Crowned 
Head, mall {it next to the Arch-biſhop of Aſent æ 
or Colen; the Count Falatine next to him ; the 
Duke of Saxony thall fit on the Emperor's Lett- 
hand, and the Marqueſs of Brandenbourg next to 
the Duke of Szxozy, The Elector of Aut, 
when the Empire is vacaat, ſhall have Power 
alone to couvoke Electors to the future Election, 
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and ſhall receive their Suffrages after the fol- 
lowing manner. He ſhall firſt ask the Opinion 
of the Elector of Trier, whom we declare ſhall 
have Power to give the firſt Vote; then the 
Arch-biſhop of Colen ; thirdly, the King of Bo- 
hemia; 4thly, the Count Palatin; $thly, the Duke 
of Saxony ; 6thly, the Elector of Brandenburg; 
and Laſtly, the Arch-biſhop of Ment ⁊ ſhall give 
His Vote. = 

In performing the Ceremonies at the Imperial 
and Royal Feaſts, the Marquis of Br andenbourg 
ſhall give Water to waſh the Emperor's Hands, 
and the King of the Romans; the King of Bohemia 
ſhall give the Cup; the Count Palatin ſhall bring 
in the Diſh of Meat, and the Duke of Saxony 


hall act as High-Marſhal of the Empire: 
z The Rights of the Count Palatine, and the Duke of 


Saxony. 


When the Imperial Throne is vacant, the 
Count Palatin ſhall be Vicar of the Empire in the 
Parts on the Rhine, Saabia, and Franconia, with 
full Power to adminiſter juſtice, to nomirate 
Perſons, to all Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, to re- 


leſs they ſhall be renew'd by the King of the Ro- 
mans after he is elected, but the Fiets of Princes, 
the Fiefs inveſted by the Delivery of a Standard, 
ſhall be givea only by the Emperors, or the Kings 
of the Romans; and the Count Palatin during his 
Adminiſtration ſhall have no Power to alienate 

any thing belonging to the Empire. 
The Duke of Saxony ſhall alſo have the ſame 
Power, and oa the ſame Conditions in all Places 
here the Saen Lam is obſerved: And tho? by 
C 2 ancient 
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ancient Cuſtom, the 'Emperor:and the King of the 
Romans are obliged being ſued at Law for Debt 
to give their Anſwers before the Count Palatin; 
yet that Count ſhall not exerciſe that Juriſdiction 
in any Place but in the Imperial Court, where 


the Emperor and the King of the Romans ſhall be 


preleat, 


The Precedence of the Electors above all the other 


We ordain that in all Ceremonies and Impe- 
rial Aſſemblies, all the Princes Electors ſhall 
8 every other Prince of that Quality and 

ignity ſoever; and that the King of Bohemia 


mall have Pre eminency, and place before any 


other King whatſoever. 
The Succeſſion of the Eleftors. 


To prevent all Cauſes of Offence and Diffe- 
.rences between the Sons of the Secular Electors, 
concerning the Right of Election, and the Dan- 
gers of long Delays ; we decree by this per pe- 
tual Edict, that in caſe one of the ſaid Electors 
ſhould die, his Eldeſt Son being Legitimate, and 


a Secular Prince ſhall Jp/o fatto, have the ſame® 
Electoral Right his Father had, and in caſe the 


Eldelt Son ſhould die, his Eldeſt Son being a Se 
cular, ſnall ſucceed him in the ſame Right; an 
if the Eldeſt Son has no Iſſue, his younger Brother 
Legitimate and Secular {hall have the ſame Power 
and the Succeſſion ſo regulated, ſhall continu 
for ever : But if the Elector or his Rightful Suc 
ceſſors leave Male Children that are Minors, th 
next of Kin ſhall adminiſter the Office till th 
Heir be of full Age, and then the Adminiltrato 
ſhall immediately ſurrender the Power and Offic 
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all other Tribunals ſhall be declared null and void 


A Vibe of the State of the Enie, Re. 
of Elector, which he held in their Names. And 
if any of his Dominiens ſnould be vacant to the 
Profit of the Empire, the Emperor or the King 
of the Romans fhall diſpoſe of them as they pleaſe 
without Prejudice to the Privileges of Bobemia, 
n. have Right to elect themſelves 4 King, So it 
as then. A N 


FJhbe Priviledges of the SubjeFt, of Bohemia. 


Ls 
C) 


As the Privileges. granted by our Predeceſſors, 
and confirmed by us to all the Subjects of Bobe- 


mia, Viz. That none of them under any Pre- 


tence whatſoever ſhall be ſummoned out of that 
Kingdom, to appear before any other Court but 
that of the King of Bohemia, we do determine, 
that if any of the ſaid Subjects ſhould he ſummon<- 
ed to appear before any other Contt, they ſhall 
not be obliged to appear; and all Judgments 
given againſt them for not appearing ſha!l' bg 
void: Nor fhall the ſaid Subjects have Power to 
appear in any Caſe to any other Court but'to that 
of their King; and if they do, the Sentence of 


to all Intents and Purpoſes. 
The Gold and Silver Mines and other Mettals. 


We hereby order that the Kings of Bohemia, 
and all the Electors, ſhall quietly poſſeſs all the 
Gold and Silver Mines, and thoſe of ather Metals, 
Saline, with the Profits of Salt, and Springs already 
found, and thoſe that ſhall be foghd hereatter ia 
their own Dominions, and mail have Vower to 
receive Jews in their Dominions, and raiſe Tax- 


es, and Cuſtoms, &c. as they have done in times 


paſt. 
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3 APiewof the Stare of the Empire, &c. 


The Coin. 


The King of Bobemia ſhall have Power to coin 
Gold and Silver in all his Dominions, to purchaſe 
Caſtles, Lands, Cc. take Mortgages, & c. on 
Condition that thoſe Eſtates ſhall pay the uſua] 
Daties to the Empire; which Power we alſo 
grant to all the Electors and their Succeſlors un- 
der the ſame Condition. 


The Election of the Princes Electors. 


We alſo decree, That all the Subjects of the 
Electors of Coley, Ment æ and Triers, ſhall ap- 
pear only in all Cauſes whatſoever, before their 
Prin es Courts, and no where elſe, and that 
Sentences given againſt them in other Courts, 
ſhall be null aud void. Alſo that none of the 
Subjects of theſe Elettars ſhall appeal from the 
Judgment of their Courts, and if any do, thoſe 
Appeals ihall be void. But if Juſtice be denied 
to the ſaid Subjects by their Princes, they ſhall 
then have Liberty to appeal only to the Imperial 
Court. The ſame Right is hereby granted al- 
ſo, to all other Secular Electors and their Succeſ- 
ſors, and to their Succeſſors under the fame Lis 
mitations. 


The Aſſemolies of the Electors. 


We, with the Advice of all the Electors, Prin- 
ces now aſſembled at Nuremburg, have ordained, 
That the ſaid E/e&ors for the future, ſhall meet 
in Perſon in one of our Imperial Cities once a 


» Year, a Month after Eaſter, and that for this 


preſent Year, we ſhall hold ſuch an Aſſembly at 
that time in our City of Met æ, and then will ap- 


point 


of 
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HA jew of the State of the Empire, &c. 


point a Place where we ſhall meet 2gain the next 
Year, and do promiſe to protect and guard the 
Princes going to, or returning from the appoint- 
ed City; and that expediting Affairs, may. not 
be delay'd by the uſual Feaſts happening in thoſe 
Aſlemblies, we command, that no general En- 
tertainment be made, but private, and made- 
rate Treats only. . ; 


Of the Revolution of Privileges, &c. 


We by this preſent Edi& do declare, that all 
the Privileges granted by us, or by the Empe- 
rors and Kings of the Romans our Predeceſſors, 
to any Body of what Quality ſoever, Cities, 
Towns, Cc. or to be granted hereafter, ſhall in 


x no way prejudice to the Liberties and juriſdicti- 
ons of the Electors, tho? it is expreſled in the 


Grants of theſe Privileges that they ſhall not be 
revoked. 


Of thoſe that are deprived-of their Feudatory 


Eſtates, 


Foraſmuch as in many Places of the Empire, 
Vaſſals reſigu and renounce the Fiefs which they 


hold of their Lords, and that after ſuch a Re- 
nounciation, they claim a Right to declare War, 


ſeize the ſame Fiefs agaiaſt the Right of their 
Lords, we declare theſe Renunciations to be 
void, except they be legally and freely made, 
and that whoever ſhall act to the coatrary, or 
under that Pretence, ſball trouble their Lords, 
mall loſe their Fiefs, be declared Infamous, be 
put to the Ban of the Empire, and ſhall be de- 


clared uncapable ro poſſeſs thoſe Fiets again, and 


we order the Inveſtiture given to them to be 
of no Effect. 
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Thi Clnſpiriets, | 
We Condemn and declare Null and Void' att 
Conſpiracies and unlawtvl Aſfembles, under 
any manner of Pretences held without the Con- 
ſent of their $ eriors, thoſe excepted” only, 
which are held for the Preſervation of the Pob- 
lick Peace againſt them ; and thoſe who for 
time to come ſhall make ſuch unlawful Conven- 
tions, beſides the Pains expreſſed againſt them 
by the Laws, ſhall be declare Infamous, Fined 
to pay Ten Pounds in Gold, and if a City, a 
Hundred Pounds of Gold, one Moiety to the 
Emperor, and the other to their Lord. 


Halburghers, or thoſe who hæve loſt their Freedom. | 


Being informed that ſevera! Burghers and 
others in Contempt of their Natural Dnty to 
their Superiors, have in time palt, and to this 
Day continue to make themſelves Burghers and 
Subjects of other Cities and Towns, to defraud 
their Natural Lords of their Right over them; 
we by the Advice of the EleQors, Princes, &c. 
have decreed by this preſent Conſtitution, that 
ſuch Subjects ſhall no way enjoy the Privileges ; 
of the Cities, &c. where they have bought | 
their Freedoms to the Prejudice of the Natural 
Superiors, unleſs they actually reſide in thoſe 
Cities, notwithitanding any Privileges obtain'd 
by them to the contrary ; which we declare 
Null, and whoever ſnall tranſgreſs this Law 
for the Future, ſhall pay an Hundred Marks of 
pure Gold, one Moiety to the Empire and the 
other to their Lords, 
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Of Chattnge ü ier 


We Declare that thoſe who ander Pretence. 
of a juſt Cauſe that Challenge any Perſon in a 
place which is not his ordinary Abode, ſhall 
have no Power to ſpoil his Lands or burn his 
Houſes : . And that thoſe: kinds of Challenges 
are unlawfal, unleſs they be made Publickly and 
before ſofficient Witneſs, -other wiſe he that 
ſent the Challenge ſhall be noted of Infamy; and 
puniſh'd as a Traytor by our Judges. We alſo 
forbid private Wars, Burning, unlawfyl Impo- 
ſitions, and Exactions for ſaſe Conduct under 
the aforeſaid Penalties. . 


The Tenor of . of Ae to the Place of 
Election of the King of the Romans: 


To the moſt Illuſtrious Prince, Lord, &c. 
the Marquis of Brandenbourg, High Chancellor of 
the tioly Roman Empire our Collegue and Dear 
Friend: We hereby give notice of the Election 
of the King of the Romans, which for good 
Realons ought to be immediately; and theic- 
fore invite you according to the Duty of our 
Office, and the Cuſtoms of the ſaid Election, that 


in Three Months time from che Date of ſuch a 


Day, you come your ſelf or ſend your Ambaſqa- 
dois of Proxies, one or more with full PoWers, to 
the appointed Place to Adviſe, Treat and Ag:ce, 
(according to the Sacred Laws niade for "hat 
Purpole) with other Princes, your and our 
Election of a Kiag of the 
Rom ans, who ſhall hereafter by the G ace of 
God be Emperor, and to ſtay in the fame. Flace 


till the ElectiBa be over, and to act as is order'd 


by the Sacred Law Eitabliſh'd for that par po, 
aud 


42. A View of the State of the Empire, . 


and if yon fail we ſhall Proceed to the Election 

with the reſt of your and our Collegues, ac- 

cording to the Authority of the ſaid Laws, 

* you or your Ambaſſadors Ab- 
ACE. i. 


by Foy 


- of a 


The Form of a Deputation to be given to the Elector 
2369) who ſends his Proxy. 


We by the Grace of God, &c. and of the A 
Holy Empire, &c. be it known to all, that ſ; 
for juſt and reaſonable Cauſes the Election A 
of the King of the Romans is to be ſpeedily 
made; and fince we .earneſtly deſire, as we 
are obliged in our own Honour and the Ho- 
nour of the Empire, it may not be expoſed to a- 
ny Danger by delay: We being fully perſua- 
ded of the Fidelity, Ability and Prudence of 
our Dear and Welbeloved, &c. have Nomi- 
nared and appointed them to be our True, 
Lawful and Special Proxies, to Adviſe and 
Agree with the reſt of our Collegues about 
the Election of a Perſon fit to be King of the 
Romans; and to take in our Names the Ne- 
ceſſary Oaths, and do every thing reſpective- 
Iy as if we were Perſonally preſent, promi- 
fing to Ratihe and Confirm what fhall be 
Concluded by them in our Names, 
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Of the Union of the Principality of the Eledtors, 
and of the Priviledges Annext to them. 


Foraſmuch as the Right of the Election 
of the King of the Romans, is inſeparably U- 
nited to the Principalities of the Electors; 
and as the ſame Right cannot fall but to thoſe 
who Poſſeſs choſe Principalities. We Decree 
by this perpetual Edi#, that the Right of E- 

| lection 
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lection ſhall be always ſo United to the ſaid 
Principalities,. that whoever ſhall be in Poſ- 
ſeflion of them, ſhall alſo enjoy the Right, 
Office, &c. of an Elector, any thing done 
heretofore to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


The Order for the Ranks of the Arch-Biſhops. | 


Having already order'd the Precedence a- 
mong the Eccleſiaſtical Electors in Council, 
at Table, &c. We now think fit to Pre- 
ſcribe the order to be obſerved in Proceffions, 
and other Publick Demarches. 

Whenever the Emperor or King of the Ro- 
mans, ſhall March out in State, the Arch- 
Biſhop of Trier ſhall immediately go before 
the Emperor or the King of the Romans, no 
body Marching between them, but the Prin- 
ces who bear the Imperial Ornaments; but 
when the Emperor or King Marches without 
the ſaid Ornaments, then the ſame Arch- 
Biſhop ſhall March directly before the Empe- 
ror or the King, no Perſon between them; 
and the other two Arch-Biſhops ſhall in 
Proceflion, have the ſame place befgre Aſ- 
ſigned them, | 


Of the March of the Secular Electors. 


In all Proceſſions and other Solemnities, 
where the Imperial or Royal Ornaments are 
Born, the Duke of Saxony bearing the Impe- 
rial Royal Sword ſhall immediately precede ; 
the Emperor having on his Right Hand the 
CountPalatine bearing the Globe, and on his Left, 
the Marquis of Braudenbourg bearing the Scep= 
ter, the King of Bohemia ſhall immediately 
follow che Emperor. | 
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8 And the "firſt Conſecrated Arch- Biſho ö 
ſhall have the Preczdency in pronduncin, 
the Bleflings ut the end of every Solemni 
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The following Laws, were, Publiſhed. in the Dyet of 
etz, on Chriſtmaſs-Day inthe Nr 1356, 
2 by Charles the , 4tb. Emperor, by the Ele- 
. &tors preſent, Theodore Biſhop of Alba Car- 
Hina, and Charles Eldeſt Son of the King of 
Prance, Duke of Normandy,” and Dauphin 
of wn Zee I | 
If any Perſon ſhall Attempt or by Oath 
Promiſe and Engage in any Conſpiracy a- 
ainſt the Life of any of the Electors of the 
Empire; he ſhall be put to Death, and all his 
Goods and Eftate Forfeited, as in Caſes of 
High Treaſon ;, for the Electors being part 
of our own Body, the Will ſhall be puniſhed 
with the ſame Severity, as if the Fact had 
been Committed: The Son of the Traytor 
ſhall loſe his Maternal Inheritance, and 
in all other Inheritances whatſoever, the 
Diughters ſhall have only the fourth part of 
their Maternal Eſtates. The Accomplices 
of the taid Traytors and their Sous, ſhall ſuffer 
the ſame Puniſhments, unleſs they diſcover 
the Treaſon or the beginning of the Conſpi- 
racy, and then they ſhall be Pardoned ayd 
Rewarded : But if che Traytor ſhall be dead 
before the Diſcovery, his Eſtare fhall never- 
theleſs be Forfeited, and whoever'ts guilt 
of ſuch Pain, from that very time, Fhall 
> incapable to fell or Mortgage his Eſtate, 
to Free his Slaves or demand any Debts that 
are due to him. | 


T he 
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ſho! 
cing - The Preſervation of the Principalities ef tbe 
lemt ee eee 2 
We Ordain by this preſent Conſtitution, 
yet of that the Principalities of Bohemia, the Palatinate, 
356, Saxony, and Brandenbourg with all their De- 
Fle- pendencies, ſhall never be divided ; hut be 
Car- reſerved whole; and that the Eldeſt Som ſhall 
92 4 Succeed to them, unleſs he is Non Compos 


mentis, and uncapable to Govern, for in ſuch 
Caſes the Second Son, ſhall Succeed him, 
or the next of Kin, by his Father's fide. 


The Imperial Court. 


The Day being appointed on which the 
Emperor or the 'King of the Romans ſhall hold 
his Imperial Court, all the Ele&crs ſhall be 
ready at the Imperial or Royal Priace, where 
the Emperor or the King in their Robes ſhall 
Ride on Horſe-back with all the Ele&ors: to 
the place of the Court, every one after the 
Order and Manner above Preſcribed, /'the 
Arch-Chancellor bearing at the top of his 
Silver Staff the Imperial or Royal Seals. The 

other Electors the Scepter, &c. as it is order'd 
before. Other Princes named by the Empe- 
ror ſhall March immediately before theArch- 
Biſhop of Triers, bearing the Crown of A4ix 
la Chappelle and the Crown. of Milan, which 
ſhall only be obſerved when the Emperor ſhall 
wear his Imperial Crown, "The Empreſs alſo or 
the Queen of the Romans in their Robes 
ſhall go after the Emperor, the King of the 
Romans, and the King of Bohemia, attended 
by her Officers and Maids of Honour, 
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A View of the State of the Empire, &c. 


The Offices of the Electors during the Seſſion of 


the Imperial Court. 


- Every time the Emperor or the King of the 


Romans ſhall keep a Solemn Court, the Ele- 
Fors ſhall perform their Offices after the fol- 
lowing manner. 

The Emperor. Sitting on his Throne, the 
Duke of Saxony being on Horſe- back before 
the Gate of the Palace, a heap of Oats ſhall 
be prepared as high as the Horſe's Breaſt; 
and the Duke having his Silver Staff and 2 
Meaſure of Silver, both weighing Twelve 
Marks, he ſhall fill the Meaſure with 
Oats, and give it to the nexti Groom of 
the Stables, then planting his Staff in the 
Oats, he retires, and the Vice Marſhal or 
the Marſhal of the Court approaching, they 
leave the Oats as Plunder to all that can rake 
them. 

The Emperor or the King of the Romans 


Sitting down, the Eccleſiaſtical Electors ſhalt ' 


Bleſs the Table; then the Arch-Biſhops, or 
one of them, bearing the Seals at the top of 
the Silver Staff, ſhall put them upon the Ta- 


ble, and the Arch-Biſhop in whoſe Dioceſe 


the Court is held, ſhall take the broadeſt 
Seal and hang it about his Neck during Din- 
ner time. The Staff and the Sea! ſhall belong 


to the Chancellor of the. Court to diſpoſe of 


as he pleaſes. 

Then the Marquis of Frandenbourg on 
Horſe-back, having in his Hands a Silver Ba- 
ſon and Ewer with Water and a Napkin, ſhall 
pour out Water to waſh the Emperor's 
Hands. 
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A View of the State of the Empire, Rc. 
The Count Palatine on Horſe- back, bring- 


ing in Four Silver Diſhes of Meat ſhall ſer 


them on the Table. 


After them, the King of Bohemia being on 
Horſe-back, and bearing a Silver-Cup cover d 
full of Wine and Water, ſhall Diſmount, and 


1 down, Preſent it to the Emperor or 


ing of the Romans. 


# 


to the 
Of the Imperial and Electoral Tables. 


The Imperial or Royal Table ſhall be Six 


Foot Higher than any other Table in the 


Hall, and in Solemn Aſſemblies, no body 
ſhall Sit at them; but the Emperor or the 
King. The Table of the Empreſs or the 
Queen ſhall be on one ſide, and Three Foot 
lower than the Emperors ; but yet Three Foot 
Higher than that of the Electors : The Tables 
of the Electors ſhall be all equal of the ſame 
Height, and fir below the Emperor's Table; 
Three on the Right, Three on the Left fide, 
and the Seventh over againit the Emperors ; 
but no Elector fhall fit at his Table till they 
have all Performed their Offrces, and then 
they all ſit down at the ſame time. 


According to the Ancient Cuſtoms, the 
Election ſhall be made at Francfort, the Corona- 
tion at Aix la Chappelle, and the firſt Court 
ſhall Aſſemble at Nuremberg. 


If an Elector for weighty Reaſons ſhall be 
abſent, his Proxy or Deputy Hall not fir ac 
the Elector's Table. 
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AView of the S tate of the Empire, Ve. 
We alſo Strictly Order, that the Suceeſ.. 
fas of the Princes Ele#6rs at Seven Years of 
Age, ſhall learn the Latin, Italian * Sclawo- 


vlan Tongues. 
1 


— * TY" mn 


As to the Form of Government us'd in the 
Empire, it is neither Abſolutely Monarchi- 
cal nor Ariſtocratical, but a mean between them 
both, nor is the Emperor ſo Circumſcribed 
within certain Bounds, as it is in ſome King- 
doms of Europe; where their Princes cannot 
exerciſe any kind of Sovereignty, without the 
Conſent of the Eſtates ; for Germany acknow- 
ledges but one Supreme Head under the Title 
of Roman Emperor, Which Dignity was firſt an- 
nexed to the German Empire by Othe or Otto. 
The Eſtates of Germany have great aud power- 
ful Countries in their Poſleſſion, have a conſide- 
rable ſhare of the Sovereignty over their' own 
Subjects, and tho? they are Subjects of the Em- 
peror and Empire themſelves, yet muſt not be 
conlider'd as meer Subjects, being actually poſ- 
ſeſled of the Supreme Power in Criminal At- 
fairs, to regulate the Affairs of Religion, to 
diſpoſe of the Revenues ariſing out of their own 
Territories, to make Alliances among them- 
ſelves, and "with Foreign Princes; (al ways pro- 
vided they be not intended 2yainſt the Empe- 
ror or Empire) they have alſo Power to build 
Fortreſſes, and maintain Armies of their own, 
to Coin Money, and do other things neceſſary 
to their own Welfare: Which Grandure of 
the Eſtates has always been a great Obſtacle 
to thoſe Emperors that have endeavour'd to 
render their Authority Abſolute. a 
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> A Viewwf the State of the Empire, &c. 
But that iet principally keeps the Empe- 
ror from Frau 


he may be depoſed by the Eiecturs and other 


eſſing his Bounds, is, becauſe !*" 


ve. 


the Emperor Elective, and as he is choſen; ſo 


49 


The Empe- 
Flei- 


Eſtates of the Empire: Who upon Emperors 


voluntary abdication, by his taking Holy Orders, 
or in caſe of Tyranny or actual Incapacity, will 
proceed to the Choice of another, iu which they 
are confin'd to theſe Rules. Firſt, they Elect 
one of the Maſculin, and not the Feminine Sex. 
Secondly, That he muſt be of the German Nati- 
ön. Thirdly, Of competent Age, tho“ fome- 


times they have made Infractions on this Rule. gualifcati- 
Fourthly, That he be of the Laity, and not a ons. 


Clergyman, -'Fifthly, That he be a Papiſt; tho 


there be as yet no known aw to hinder a Pro- 
te ſtant from being Emperor: Sixthly, that he 
be a juſt and good Man, of folid Piety, and 


pe Prudence and Courage. Laſtly, That he 
of Illuſtrious Birth, at leaſt a Baron; Rich, 
Powerful, and has ſuch à conſiderable ſhare of 
the Goods of Fortune, that he can by his own 
Eſtate maintain the Imperial Dignity in its 
higheſt Grandure.' But the Eleétion and Coro- 
nation of the Emperor, declaration a great part 
of their Conſtitution in aſſerting the Rights and 


Priviledges of the People, and-containing ſeve- 


ral Curioſities that will not be unpleaſant to the 


Reader, that Affair being not till now ever 


Printed in Engliſh; 1 ſhall firſt entertain him 


with a Relation of that Ceremony, before 1 pro- 
ceed to Makers of great Conſequence. 


If the Electorsfind in the Per ſon of him whom 


the pregedent Emperor procur'd the Favour to 
be made King of the Romans during his Life- 
time, all the Requiſtte Qnalifications that may 
entitle him to receive the Imperial Dignity, or 
haye Reaſon to hope from his Education, and 
former Demeahor, that 58 time he will acquire 


a all 
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all the good Qualities he wants, they give him 
the Preference; but if his Converſation has been 
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diſtaſteful to the Publick, or diſcovers any In- 
capacity for the management of ſo great a Truſt, 
they lay him aſide, and proceed to the Election 
of one that is better Accompliſh'd. This Ele- 
Aion according to the Goldez Bull, ought to be 
made at Francfort,: but that has been often di- 
fpenc'd with upon divers intervening Accidents. 
As ſoon as the Electors have made their Choice 
by Majority of Voices, and while they are mak- 
ing 67 Gs for the Emperor's Coronation,an 
Ambaſſador is diſpatch'd to Rome, to acquaint 
the Pope with their Proceedings, and-obtain his 
Confirmation of the Election. Theſe Letters be- 
ing granted, they diſpence with going into 1ta- * 
ty, to take the two Growns of Rome and Milan, 
as regarding their angle Election, and the Oaths 
uſually taken by the Emperor at his Coronation, 

to be a plenary Iaveſtiture of all the Rights and 
Dignities of the Empire, and that all the reſt 
were hut Ceremonies to make the German Electi- 


on mots Solemn and Publick. 


All which Preſidents and Practices of the 


Empire, ſufficiently juſtify their Claim to the 


Power of Depoling the Emperor, when the ſame * 
Reaſon ſhall occur that gave Birth and Autho- 
rity to their Proceedings againſt the forementi- _ 
on'd Emperors. | 


Kingef the We ſhall in the next Place treat of the King of 


Romans. 


ceſſor in the Empire, that he might 


the Romans. In elder Times that Dignity was un- 
known in the Senſe tis now receiv'd; for from 
the times of the firſt Emperors. to that of Char- 
le main, the Emperors themſelves were Kings of 
the Romans; that is to ſay, Sovereign Princes of 


the City of Rome, Kings of the Romans, and Empe- 
rors in the ſame Perſon; and therefore when 


Charlemain deſtin'd his Eldeſt Son to be his Suo-- 
ive him 
noux, 
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Honour, and not confound the Titles, or leſſen 
his own Authority, he made him King of Italy, 
which quietly was enjoy'd by his Sons Louis the 
Debonair, and Lothair I. who following his Ex- 
ample, gave their preſumptive Heirs the ſame 


Dignities, which in thoſe times ſignified as much 


as Ceſar under the firſt Emperors, and as King 
of the Romans now. This laſt Quality began 
in the Reign of Ocho I. when the Princes out of 
a Capricio of Devotion, believing that the Title 
of Emperor was in the Gift of the Pope, and be- 
ing unwilling to thwart him, would not give 
theTitle of Emperor to his Son when he Crowa'd 
him, but gave him the Title of King of the Ro- 
mans, which he had Power to diſpoſe of as So- 
yereign Prince of the City of Rome, and ſeveral 
Emperors in thoſe Days contented themſelves 
with this Title only, which by virtue of their 
Elections, inveſted them in the full Poſſeſſion of 
the Empire and Imperial Dignity, till they could 
obtain the name of Emperor, when the Pope 
thought fit to Crown them. | 


But now the King of the Romans is taken un- What be is 
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der another Acceptation, as one that is Ele- vo. 


cted to that Dignity by the Princes of the Em- 


ire, during the Life of the Emperor, and who 
s the management of all Affairs in the Empe- 
ror's Abſence, as Vicar-General of the Empire, 
and by virtue of that Election, ſucceeds Emperor 
after the Death of the former, except there be 
a neceſſity for another Election or Confirmation. 
This by ſome is look d upon as an Artifice in 
Charles V. to make the Empire in a manner He- 
reditary without Noiſe or Trouble, and the Pro- 
ct has ſucceeded in the Houſe of Auſtria, in 
rſt making themſelves Kings of the Romans, and 
then they were ſure of being Emperors in courſe, 
as in the Example of Maximilian I. Ferdinand I. 
Maximilian Il. Rudelphus II. Ferdinand III. 2 
| D 2 6 
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| the two laſt Emperors; for which Reaſon the 
Elector of S«xony and the Confederates of Smal- 
kali proteſted againſt this cloſe Deſign of Charles 
V. and Methods were afterwards propos'd to 
regulate that Affair; but at length this Matter 
was accommodated between Charles and the E- 
lectors, and other Princes, in the Year 1532. 
who it ſeems did not look deep enough into the 
— rogh nor ſaw what would be the Conſequence 
of it. U 
His Aurbo- The King of the Romans being choſen by the 
* * Elettors of the Empire, the Emperor is then in- 
tte. vited to the Aſſembly by the Electors, to con- 
firm the Election; which being done, the King 
of the Romans is Proclaim'd and Crown'd, not 
with the Imperial Crown, but an open Crown, 
which they call the Roman; nor do they take an , 
Oath of Fidelity to him, till after the Death of 
the Emperor: They alſo give him the Title of 
Auguſt, but not that of Always Auguſt, which 
is referv'd to the Emperor : They alſo make a 
difference in their Arms, for the King of the 
Romans is only an Eagle diſplay'd with one 
Head, but the Emperor's is an Eagle diſplay'd 
with two Heads. He has no Authority while 
the Emperor is in the Empire, but when he is 
out of it, the King of the Romans, as the ſecond 
chief and perpetual Vicar of the Empire, Go- 
verns all Affairs as if the Emperor was preſent, 
is treated with the Title of Royal e; and 
has the ſame Reſpect and Honours paid him as 
if he were Emperor; only with this difference, 
that the Marſhal of the Court carries the Sword 
before him in the Scabbard, but before the Em- 
peror Naked. 5 | 
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bers of the Empire were oblig'd to confer toge- 


the ſame Place, and form'd but one Aſſembly, 
where they receiv'd the Propoſitions ae 


was pleaſed to make them, and deliberated and 


decided the Affairs before them. And as one of 


the moſt important Buſineſs of the Empire was 


the Election of an Emperor, ſo that chojce was 
made by the Princes and People joyntly; but af- 
ter the Death of Lethair the 2d. the Princes who 
had already excluded the People from their Right 


; 


of Election, - beiog met together at Coblentz, to The piſe of 
Elect the Succeſſor, they reſolv'd before all things, be Elec- 
to proceed in this Order. They, named Sever 5. 


among tliemſelyes; . Three Arch-biſhops for the 
Eccleſiaſtical Eſtate, and Four Secular Princes 
for the Nobility, viz. one King, one Count Pa- 


lat ine, one Marquiſs, and one Duke, and they | 


were of the moſt conſiderable Perſons that carti- 
ed thoſe Titles. Theſe confiding in their own 
Power, iaveſted themſelves with Authority to 
Elect the Emperor, agreeing that if their Re- 
port was agreeable to the Aſſembly, he ſhould 
be Proclaimed Emperor. On this manner, Con- 
rade the Third, and Frederick the Firſt, were cho- 


ſea Emperors, tho' both theſe Elections were 


conteſted, one by Henry the Proud Duke of Sax- 
ony, and the other by Henry the Lyon, his, Son 
and Succeſſor, as Facts contrary to Law, and the 
Ancient Cuſtoms of the, Empire. | 


Theſe New Elettors continued the ſame man- How they 
n- r of Election, during Seventy five Years, un- began. 


der the Reigus of Henry VI. Philip of Suabia, 
Otho and Frederick II. and then making this long 
Poſſeſſion a kind of Right, gave themſelves the 
Title of Electors, during the Iuterregnum which 


followed the Death of Frederick II. They Au- 


* 
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In Ancient times, when the Eſtates and Mem- The three 


Colledges 
ther about their common Affairs, they all met jn ing 885 


| 


1 
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- thoriz'd themſelves the more — 2 being the 


mong the Eſtates, tho it was an 


moſt conſiderable and moſt powerful Princes in 
the Empire, and making themſelves Arbitrators 
of the Government, named Rodolphus I. and the 
Emperors following, without eg Conteſts a- 

nvaſion upon 


the Ancient Cuſtom. At length the Emperor 


Charles IV. turn'd this Practice into a Funda- 
mental Law of the Empire, and publiſh'd it in 
the Golden Bull. | 


Wow they The Elefors having thus began ſince the 


ame to Se- RI [ 
— ky © Reign of Frederick II. to Aſſemble ſeparately for 


ral 75 the ſame Perſon, one which is common with o- 


their 


Kg 


e 
Elections, pretended alſo the Rights of holding 
their Conferences apart for the other Affairs of 
the Empire, without regard to the Proteſtati- 
ons that the Princes and the Imperial Cities 
made againſt this Separation. This made the 
Princes and the Imperial Cities take up a Reſo- 
lution alſo of Aſſembling in ſeparate Bodies, 
to make their Deliberations; and theſe three 
Bodies of the EleFors, the Princes and the Inpe- 
rial Cities, form'd alſo different Claſſes, which 
they call'd Colleges, which Diſt inction was re- 
ceiv'd and eſtabliſh'd in the Diet held at Franc - 


fort, in the Year 1580. 
The Eleflo- The Eleftors have two Characters in one and 


bs 


ther Princes of the Empire, and the other is par- 
ticular to themſelves. By the firſt they are So- 
vereign in their own Dominions, ond in that 
Quality their Subjects owe them Homage and 


Oaths of Fidelity; they have the Right of the 


Sword in puniſhing Criminals, and in making 


War. They have the Right of making Laws, 
eſtabliſhing Tribunals ia their Eſtates, and re- 
gulating Juſtice and Policy: Of Coiniag Mony 
impoſing Taxes, and ma king Confederacies and 
Alliances with the other Priaces of the Empire, 
and Foreigners, for their particular W : 
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Of fortifying Places, levying Troops, making 


Arſenals, and caſting Cannon. They have Pow- 
er to grant Pardons, Remiſſion, and Abſolution; 


to Licenſe Fairs, and Markets, and to Permit 


or Prohibit Hunting, Setting, Fowling, Fiſhing : 
They have Power to Diſinherit for Baſtardize 
and otherwiſe. They raiſe Tenths upon the 
Mines and Salts, and have their ſhare in Trea- 
ſures when diſcover'd. They fend and receive 
Ambaſſadors ; they contract Marriages and 
grant Diſpenſations for Martiages, to thoſe who 
profeſs the Proteſtant Religion withia their Do- 
minions. 2] 7 — 02 


Theſe Rights they enjoy without Diſpute or Nei, Be- 
Moleſtation ; but there are many things in which /trifions- 


they cannot exerciſe an Abſolute Authority: 


; As for Example; They cannot give any other 
value to Mony, nor make any other kind of Mo- 


ny than'what is allowed by the Empire : T hey 
cannot augment their own particular Authori- 
ties, nor lay Tolls nor Cuſtoms upon their Brid- 


ges, Rivers, or Paſſages, through their Eſtates, 


to which Strangers are ſubject, without the 
conſent of his Imperial Majeſty in full Dyer, 
'They cannot under pretence of ſecuring their 
own Eſtates, enter into any Contederacy that 
directly or conſequently may tend to the Preju- 


f dice of the Empire, and the Fidelity they have 


Sworn to it: As for Example, If any Elector or 
other Prince, ſhall for the Preſervation of his own 
ERates,engage with Foreign Princes in a League 
or Neutrality, and in Purſuance of that League 
or Neutrality, ſhall think himfalf- obliged to 
Arm in Defence of this Treaty; that EleQor 
or other Prince ſhall be reſtrain'd by virtue of 
his Oath of Fidelity to the Emperor and the Em- 
dire, and if after warning given him, he grows 
-ontumacious, he is to be proceeded againſt at 
the Diſcretion of the Emperor and his great 

D 4 Conncil 
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Council of the Tſtates of the Empire gufot though 
ſnch offending Princes are 5 in their 
own Territories, yet they are Subjects ta the 
Emperor and the Empire, and muſt ſptefer itheir 
Duty before their particular Sateties ꝝ fer their 
Loſſes may and ought to bt repaired but the De- 
ſtruction of the Empire cannot. 0 bus 

Fcclefirti- The Three Electoral Archbiſhops, Biſhbps 

cal Elell- and 'Abbots, were ſome Time iaveſted and con- 

ern firmed by the Emperor, by the Delivery of u 
Ring and a Verges but Pope Gregory VII. having 
folminated againſt this ſort af/Inveſtiture, as Sy- 
moniacal, the Emperors have ſince — 
| thenſſelves with the Homage of theſe Prelates for 
their Temporals, belonging to the Empire, and 


on this Foot the Eccleſiaſt ical Electots give their 
Suffrages at che Election of an Emperor, tho they 


have not received their Halls from the Pope g be- 
cauſe the Electoral Dignity is Secular, and appet 
tains to the Principality, and Ve 
cal: Offices. Jon elo et 
Secular E- The Secular Electors ſuccbed lin ae Electa 
ietors, Dignity, and ſo their Electerals from Father to 
Son ad infinitum, continuing al ays in che oldeſt 
Male Branch in a Lineal Succeſſian, and never falls 


from it to the Callet: or other Relations, till tho | 


intire Extinction of the eldeſt of he Family: 

Of the pre- The Reader will not be diſpleuſed at this 
ſent Ele- Time of a Vacancy in the Imperiat. Dignity. to fee 
doe? ſomething) concerning the Electoral, which is the 
% Ele» next to it in the Romas Empire; and havilig 
85 treated of its Riſe aud Progteſs in general; we 
ſhall now eome to the particular Electorates and 
Electors, with the Powers and Privileges of each, 

as well as its Origin and Eſtabliſnment, and muſt 

begin with the Eccleſiaſt ical. For ſiace the Popes 

vſarp the Sovereignty of Rome, once the Seat of 

the Empire of the World, the Spiritual Domini- 


on always aſſumes Precedence. I 75 
The 
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The Archbiſhop: and Elector of Adentz is the Eleforate 
firſt of the Eccleſiaſtical Electots, High Chancellor 47 Elector 
of the Empire; per petual Dean of the Electoral 7 Nientz. 
College, Guardian of the Archives and Matricu- 

lation, Viſieor of the Council of Vienna, the + 

ta mber of Spire, and all the Poſts of che Empire, 

as natural Arbitrator of all Publick Affairs. To 

him all foreign Princes and States addreſs the Pro- 
poſitions they have to make to che Empire, and to 

him the Princes and States of the Empire makt 

their Complaiars. tor Redreſs of Grievances, The 

City of Ment z. was formerly a Free and Imperial 

City, but having for ics Biſhop a Prince of Nee 
about 400 Years ago, he made himſelf Sovereign 

of it, and was afterwards erected into an Electo- 

rate. All the Canons of the Chapter muſt be af 

noble Birth, or Gentlemen of four Deſcents at 

leaſt. The Revenues of this Elector are valued 

at 500000 Crowns a Year. The 'preſent Arch- 

biſhop and Elector is Anſelm Francis Frederick, and 

the Grand Maſt er of the Teutonick Order, Bro- 

ther to the Elector Palatine, 'was lately elected 

his Coadjutor. Bf) 


Amiquity of any in Germany, for Mentz, Cologn, andElector 
eige, &c. were formerly Suffragans to it. It of Tryer. 
1 now Three Suffragans only, and all ia the 
Hands of the Fench, Metz, Toul, and Verdun. 
This was in ancient Times a Free and Imperial 
City, but had the ſame Fate with Menez, to have 
deen deprived of its Liberty by its Biſhop. This 
Elector has the firſt Voice in Elections, and in all 
Aſſemblies General and Electoral. He has a par- 
icular Seat over againſt the Emperor. He has 
Fower'to reunite to the Demeſus of his Church 
all the Fiefs ſittate in his Dioceſs, and thoſe that 
all to it for want of Heirs Male, if the Heirs 
have no Privilege to the contrary. He can by his 
wn Authority put thoſe to the Imperial Ban 
hom he has excommunicated, if they oy 
co 


This Archbiſhoprick pretends to the greateſt xjecyorate 
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concile themſelves to the Church in a Year after- 
Wards; and this Ban has the ſame Force as if it 
- had been pronounced by the States of the Empire. 
He is Guardian of the Miners of the Empire, and 
his Revenues are as great in Times of Peace ab 
his of Mentz: The preſent Archbiſhop and Ele- 
ctor is John Hugo d' Orsbec, he was choſen in 
1676, but his Dominious lye ſo near the French, Emperc 
that he has ſeldom been entirely Maſter even of he othe 
his Capital; however he is not in that Intereſt. % as V 

The Biſhop of Oſnabrug was in April 1710 choſen 
his Coadjutor. | 12] 
Fhe Elec- This for Revenue is the moſt conſiderable 
zorate and Archbiſhoprick in Germany, and has been ſo ſince & 
Elector of the 11th Century. The A. B. is Chancellor of 
C0108 the Empire for Itah, but the Office is now, by Sc 
his Rebellion, veſted in the Chapter. He is ap- 
pointed by the Bull to anoint and crown the K. 
of the Roms, but other Bps claim that Privilege 
of Ceremony he performed in their Dioceſes. Hi 
Chapter of 60 conſiſts of Princes and Counts, not 
a Baron is admitted. The City is Free and Impe-Nini 
rial, and only pays Homage to the Biſhops, I is 
freſh in Memory what a Struggle there was to 
get the Prince of Bavaria, Clement Foſeph, choſen 
Elector, againſt the Competition of Prince Milli 
am of Fur ſtemberg, who was ſupported by Fraxce 
as Prince Clement was by the Allies, tho' he hatgſed of! 


_— 


ungratefully deſerted them, and entered into aloogs t 
Confederacy with the French King, which make latin di 


him a Rebel to the Empire, and loſes his Vote in 
| the EleQoral College. | ; 

nu is firſt The King of Bobemia is the firſt Secular Electo 
Seculsr of the Empire, and gives his Suffrage next afterds, and ( 
Elector of the Elector of Cologn, but has neither Seat oiffling alſo 
#heEmpiree Voice among the EleQors ; but at the Election ohen ther 
the Emperor Otho IV. ia the Year 1208 admitteq; the El 
the King of Bohemia to the Privilege of being qnt Reli, 
Prince, Elector of the Empire, who was furtheÞuntry a 
confirmed in that Diguity by the Galden Bull op!” . 
Charles IV. _—_ Whe 


ent ⁊, tl 
Marri 
unt Pa 
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When the Kingdom of Fobemia became part 
pf the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, that 
onſe was inveſted with this Electorate, which is 
ow in Poſſeſſion of Charles III. King of Spain, &c, 
It takes its Name from the Office of Count Pa» 1 
tin, or Palſgrave, who is to adminiſter Juſtice paaixc, 1 
1 the Empire, ſometimes by Authority from the ö 
mperor, and alſo with the Duke of Saxeny on a 
he other ſide the Rhine, and the Elector of Bau- 
4 as Vicars-Generals of the Empire, who are co 
xerciſe Imperial Authority when the Empire 
7ants a Chief or Emperor, which is a very great 
ower inveſted in this Family, and inclines me 
d think, that tho? other Electors take place of 
m, yet the Electors of the Rhine and Saxony are 
dove all the reſt ; becauſe as Vicars of the Em- 
re, they can do all that is in the Emperor's 
wer during the Vacancy of the Throne, except 
ing Iaveſtituve to thoſe that hold great Terri- 
ries, or Lordſhips in Fee of the Empire, with= 
t being ſabje& to give an Account of their Ad- 
iniſtrations; and which is moſt conſiderable, 
e EleQor Palatin can redeem what the Emperor 
th ſold or mortgaged, at the ſame Value for 
ich it was fold or engaged; and which is yet 
re, the Emperor may be convened for Debs N 
But if the Emperor be ac- 1 
iſtration, then the Jud 4 
into Wloogs to the Electoral College, but the Elefors 4 
make latin direct the Proceſs, and not the Elector of 4 
'ote iuſſentæ, tho' he be Dean of the Electoral College: 
Marriages, Fiefs, and Imperial Gifts, the 
Ele&torÞunt Palatin came to have very large Domini- 
© afterſys, and quietly enjoyed them for ſeveral Ages, 
eat olfing alſo the firſt Secular Electer of the Empire, 
gion ohen there is no King of Bohemia to vote wy 7 
Imitteq; the Elector Frederick Ill. eſpouſing the Prote- 
being ut Religion in the Year 1576, and making his N 
furthepuntry a Retreat for the Proteſtants; as alſo ö 
air tha | 
Wher 
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me taking the Cron of Bohemia into that Famil]! 4 
by Frederick began a. War, which continuing ahorFrince 
30 Years, much waſted his Eſtates, and depriveWirth . 
that EleQor of all his Lands and Dignities in-tb$f the 


- + Ampire, which were given to the Duke of Bau hat v 


ria, and only an Allowance or Penſion out of it 


ell k 
Charles the lawful Succe ſſor, at the Peace of PraguQlace. 

but at length, by the Peace at Aiunſter and Oſad Tho? 
burg in 1648 the lower Palatiuate and Berg ſtraſw es it: 
were reſtored to him, and at the ſame time Mo ab 
was conſtituted the Eighth Elettor, and chief Tree Stat 
ſurer of the Empire. I he Electur of Bavaria wii lector⸗ 
the Dominions had the Precedenct claimed b{ſbom is 
this Electorate, but being now for his Rebelliq l. Kio 
under the Ban of the Empire, the! Elector Palaiſe is tt 
was reſtor d both to his Precedence and Domi t the 
S n 961 nt © 1's of: 5:57 ' +. : 
As tothe Origin of the Elellor, this Houſe hb 
pr6dnced many Emperors, the chief Branch bei 
extinct in the Male Line of Frederick V. Ki 
of Bohemia and Eleftor Palatin, the Elector aur 
to the ſecond Branch, the Houſe of Neuburg, 
whom is the preſeat Elettor John Wiliam Jaſe 
The Duke of Saxony has the ſixth place amo 
the Electors. Charlemain at ſeveral times war 


our of 
ge N 
8 Diſp 
phaeſs': 
my of 
r, that 
pire. 


aPainſt theſe Sa v Thirty: Years before he cou Ve hay 
ſubdue them, and afterward made Wittikinqans ele 
Dake of Saxoexy upon his embracing the Chriſt® in hi: 
Faith, from whom are deſcended all the Kings Empire 
France ſince Hugh Capet : alfo the Kings of Pes not 
mark of the Houſe of Oldenburg, the Dukes of. Muity, w 
gundy and Savoy, the Marqueſſes of Aontferar, : he Emp 
many other noble Families of leſſer Quality; I cann 
the Dukedom is ſtill in the ſame Family, notwiſte is a H 
ſtanding an Interruption of 200 Years, from I aterreg 
to 1423. Auguſtus King of Poland, the preſſ man 
Duke, is the Thirty-ninth from Mittitindus, 5 ſoon. a 
the Fourteenth ſince the Reſtitution of the 'LigFfore the 
the richeſt as well as the moſt ancient of all Nera. 
5 Prin ector Þ 


1 vil; 


* 
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rinces of the Electeral College; by Right of 
zirch he is High- Mar ſual, or Maſter of the Horſe 
f the Empire. His abjuring his Religion, and 
hat Variety of Fortune he has met with, is ſo 
it ell known, we ſhall not enlarge on it in this 
lace. . 1 2 
+: A Tho* this Houſe is of great Antiquity, yet it Flector of 
„es its Grandeur to the Emperor Sigiſmund, o_ 
ime ho about the Year 1415, with the Conſent of * 
Treſe States, gave the perpetual Inveſtiture of this 
:4 willectorate to Frederick II. of Nuremberg, from 
ned Hbom is deſcended the preſent Elector Frederick 
>bellie- King of Pruſſia , Elector of Brandenburg. 
| is the moſt powerful Prince in the Empire, 
Jomihxt the Houſe of Auſtria, and is an Elector of 
Empire. | 
* bis Eleforare being erected in our Times in Flector of 
our of Erneſtus, Father of the preſent Elector Hanover. 
rge William” Elector of Hanover, and after a 
gs Diſpute entirely ſettled, but fo lately, as his 
phaeſs's taking on him the Command of the 
my of the Empire, we ſhall only obſerve fur- 
r, that as Elector he is Arch-Treaſurer of the 
4e. 1 ; | 
e have ſhewed already that the King of the 
ans elected during the Life of the Emperor, 
in his Abſence perpetual Vicar-General of 
Empire, and as his Quality of Vicar-General 


es 
fer at, 
r 5 
notwiche 15 4 King of the Rmann but muſt wait for 
from 1 Taterregnum; but when tiere is no King of 
preſſ Romans elected, they may exerciſe their Offi- 
indus, Is ſoon as the Emperor is deceaſed. 7 
the Lil fore the Eteftor of Bavaria was inveſted with 
lectoral Dignity, that anciently belonged to 
ector F alatine, the Prince Palatine, and the 
741 oils ae - 4441454 Duke 
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the Queſtion in his Favour. the Elector P 


other EleQors, carried it againſt the El. Palati 


| ſence, excluſive of their Ambaſſadors. 
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Duke of Sa vn, were the two ſole Vicars of ti of } 
Empire; but ſince the Treaty of Munſter; where Pap! 
in it was Decreed, That the Electoral Digniij Hoe, 
that the Princes Palatine had formerly poſſe 4 Tena 

with all the Rights, Regalities, Offices, preceden mad 


cies, Ornaments, Arms, and Rights what ſove and 

ould continue to the Lord Maximilian, Count P w 
latine Duke of Bavaria, and his Children the By On o 
lector of Bavaria pretends that thisVicariate bd diſch 
longs to him excluſive of the Prince Palatin ed in 
and that the Terms of the Treaty had decide 


tine on the contrary has always maintain'd, tha 
the Vicariate was not annext to the Elector 
Dignity, but to the Count Palatine of the Rhin 
agreeable to the Ancient Cuſtom and the Gola 
Bull, which expreſly ſaith, Thot the Count Pal 
tine of the Rhine is Vicar of the Empire, in rega 
of his Principality, or by virtue of the Priviled 
which particularly affefts the Palatinate, and th 
it cannot paſs into another Family. However 

Duke of Bavaria, after the the Death of F 
dinand the the Third, In 1657. being aſſiſted 


The Powers of theſe Vicars, are to name Pe 
ſons to Benefices, have the Rights of the Z 
galia, call'd Jus Primarium precum, to receif 
the Revenues of the Demeans of the Empit 
and diſpoſe of it to the Publick Advantage; 
in ſhort, ro do ail the Emperorhimſelf could do 
Perſon. | | 
The Secular EleQors have every one a Vi Breateſt 
to aſſiſt them in the diſcharge of the great O 
ces of the Imperial Crown, which are annext f 
their Electorates. Theſe Vicars are Herediti 
Officers of the Empire, and exerciſe all the Pc 
ers of the Princes they repreſent in their 


King of Bohemia's Vicar is the Baron of Limbuf i 
The Elector of Bavaris's is one of the Fan 


* 
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of Walt burg; The Elector of Saxony's is Coun: 
Paptnhtim ; the Elector of Brandenburg's is Count 3 
Hoenzollern ; the Elector Palat in's is Count Sin- 4 
zendorf ; But there has been ſome Alterations 
made tnat we cannot account for at this time; 
and the Elector of Hannover's is Count 

When the Electors are in Perſon at the Electi- nous: 
on of an Emperor, or at other Solemnities, they P/4 the _. 
diſcharge their Offices themſelves, as it is direct- poop of 
ed in the 27th Chapter of the Golden Bull, and berg. 
their Vicars only attend at the Gates of the City 
of Frencfort, to aſſiſt their Electors in mounting 
and diſmounting their Horſes, for which little 
Service, they are rewarded with the Horſe the 
EleRor rides on, and the Plate which he is ſery'd 
with in the exerciſe of his Office; but when the 
Electors are abſent, the Yicars ſerve the Empe- 
ror in the Offices that the Electors ſhould do if 
they were Preſent. The Office of High-Treaſu- 
rer of the Empire conferr'd upon the Elector Pa- 
lat in, but now in the Elector of Hannovet , 
has been ſettled ſince the Treaty of Weſt- 
phalia, and therefore it will not be amiſs to ſhew 
in what it conſiſts ; which principally is in di- 
ſtributing Medals by the way of Largeſs, and 
; throws pieces of Gold and Silver among the Peo- 
recelſ ple at the end of the Coronation of the Emperor, 

Empiſ or the King of the Romans. 
age: ad Here we mult not forget to declare, that a- of ,y u 
Age 3 f 
114 do mong all the Offices of the Yicars, that belong- gun 

ing to the High Marſhal of the Empire, has the or Vacancy. 
e a Vi greateſt Employment; for in the Abſence of 
eat Offfhat Flector, he has the care of Lodging the 
annext . Princes and other Eſtates of the Empire, of in- ; 
lereditiftroducing the Emperor into the Hall of Audi- b 
\ che Polence, or the Aſſembly. He alſo prepares the : 
Throne, and ranges the Seats of the Electors, the 
Princes,. and. the Deputies of the Cities. He 
ves them notice at what Hour the Aſſembly 
Kill de held, calls them one after another; ones 
elr 


q 


their 
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E Limbs 
For 
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their Suffrages in the Aſſembly, counts their 
Voices; ſets the Guards at the City Gates where 
th Election is made, at the Chambers where the 
Elettors are Lodged, and at the Aſſembly, aud 

keeps the Keys of the Doors when they are ſhut, 
with ſeveral other Offices, too tedious to be re- 
hearſec. N 

| To the Office of the firſt four Electors are ans 

' nexed Honours, that methinks ſhonld make-the 

| receivers bluſh to think on, as well as make 

Strangers admire to hear of, and theſe are, That 
the greateſt Princes in the Empire, are Heredi- 
tary Officers to the Biſhop of Bamberg. The 
King of Bohemia is his great Cup-bearey, and the 
Lord of Aus is his Vicar. The Duke of Ba- 
varia is his great Maſter, and his Vicar is the“ 
Lord of Truchſes. The Duke of Saxony, the now 
King of Poland, is his Grand Marſhal, and the 

Duke of Brandenburg, now King of Pruſſia, ij 

| his High Chamberlain, and all of them pay Hom 

age to the Piſhop of Bamberg. The Duke o 

Bavaria being, under the Ban of Empire, has nc 

more right to any Electoral Privileges than ar 

Out- lam to an Eſtate. The Electer of Brunſwick 
being a new Creation, we can't tell how he 1; 
Honour'd in the Biſhop of Pamberg's Service. 
Manner of Now, as we have ſaid, that the great Prerc 
chuſing an gative that the Electors have above the rel 
Emperor. of the Princes, is, that they have the Power t 
2 elect the Emperor ; let us fee after what M. 
thods they proceed. As ſoon as the EleRor < 
Mentz has receiv'd advice of the Vacancy of th 
Throne, he is oblig'd as High-Chancellor of tt 
Empire, aud Dean of the Electoral College, ti 

the uotice of it to his Colleagues, that in 

onth they may appear at Francfore to elect 

new Emperor. When the Elefors or their Am 
baſſadors are arriv'd at Francfort, they oug 
not to enter, according to the Golden Bull, wi 

| | 'a 
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above 260 Horſe, and of thoſe, not above Fifty 
to be Arm'd ; but theſe orders are quite laid a- 
ſide, and there is not an Elector that comes to 
an Election, with leſs than Five Hundred Horſe. 
As ſoon as they are Aſſembled, they admit no 
Stranger of ſuſpected Perſons into the City du- 
ring the Election, and put out thoſe that had 
entred before they came. They take the Oaths 
of the Magiſtrates and the City Militia, and o- 
blige the People under the Penalty of being de- 
prived of their Privileges, and put to the Bay, 
to watch for their Security, that they may not 
be Inſulted. The next Day, they meet in the 
Place appointed for the Election, only to Com- 
plement one another upon their ſafe Arrival. 
Then they take Horſe in their Electoral Habits, 


e now + and paſſing through the midſt of the Citizens 


nd the; 


who are in their Arms, proceed to St. Bartho. 


lomew's Church, two and two; firſt, the Ele- 


Qors of Mentz. and Tryers; ſecondly, thoſe of 
Cologn and Bohemia; then thoſe of Bavaria, 
Saxony, and Hanover; and the laſt are thoſe of 
Brandenburg and the Palatine. When they come 
to the Church, they Diſmount, enrer in the 
fame Order, and take their Places in the Choir; 
thoſe of Mentz, Bohemia, Saxony, and Hanover, 
on the Rightz and thoſe of Cologn, Bavaria, 


Brandenburg, and the Palatine, on the Left; and 


he of Tryers alone in the middle of the Place. 
As ſoon as they are plac'd, ſome Priaces, 
Earls, and the Counſellors of the Electors, en- 
ter alſo ; and theo the Door is ſhut by the Count 
Panpenbeim, who keeps the Keys. 
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hey beglu Prayers with the Hymn Veni Cre- The Mas. 


at ar, Spirit us, according as tis preſcrib'd by the 
Golden Bull: Then they ſay the Maſs follow ing; 
when they begin withPer omnia ſæcula ſeculorum, 
ihe Proteſtant Princes 4 their Ambaſſadors re- 

tire, 


ner of E- 
kcions: 
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tire, and don't return till Maſs is ended. Then 
they approach the Altar, to take the Oath fol- 


lowing. The Elector of Meni takes it firſt; 
the Book being held, the EleQor of Cologn; an 

Mentz, turning his, Face to the People, reads the 
Oath with a loud Voice; then takes the Book 
from the EleQor of Cologu, adminiſters the ſame 
Oath to the reſt of the Electors. In taking the 
Oath, the Eccleſiaſticks lay their Hands upon 
their Breaſts, and the Secular Princes upon the 
Evangeliſts, The Oath is, That without regard 

Solicitations, Promiſes or Rewards, they will chuſe 
fuch a Perſon to be Emperor, as they think in their 
Conſeiences is fit to govern the World;, ſuppoſing 
always that he is endowed with the requiſite 
Qualifcations,viz. That he is a Chriſtian Prince, 


of the German Nation or Extraction, not leſs 
than 28 Years, of Age, and capable to ſuſtain ; 
the Character of Imperial Majeſty. According to 
the Golden Bull, they ought to conclude the Oath + 


with theſe Words, So God and all his Saints help 
help me; but in reſpe to the Proteſtants, they 
have chang'd them, So help me God and the Holy 
Evangeliſt s. rr 

From hence the Electors paſs into the Conclave; 
which is a kind of Vaulted Gallery, joining to 


the Quire of the Church, and appointed for tbe 


Election. Having taken their Places, Count Pa- 


penheim, or his Vicar, locks the Door, and lays " 


the Keys in a Place where the Electors may be 
Maſters of them when they pleaſe. Now they 
begin their Deliberations, and becauſe the Gol- 
den Bull gives them but a Months time to make 
their Choice, under the Pain of being reduced 
to Bread and Water, without any other Nou- 
riſnment, for as long as they ſhall exceed that 
time, they have found a way, if there be occa- 
tion, to prolong, their Seſſions, without dero- 

eating 
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gating from the Golden Bull, and that is by di- 


67 


ſtinguiſhing between their Deliberations and 


their Reſolutions; and ſo gain as much time as 
they pleaſe, to order the Affairs of the Empire 
that come before them. * 

One of the Principal things that requires their 7he C:pi- 
mature Deliberations, is the Capitalation, which tulation. 
ought to be Signed by the future Emperor at 
his Election, which is to be the Rule and Stand- 
ard of his Government during his whole Reign, 


which proved to be ſo during the whole Admi- 


niſtration. When the Electors come to-Opine, he 
of Tryers is the firſt that gives his Suffrage; then 
the Elector of Cologn, the King of. Bohemia, the 
Elector of Bavaria, Saxony, Brandenburg, the 
Palatine, Hanover, and laſt of all the Elector of 
Mentz, who decides the Election by Majority of 
Voices. No EleQor can ſend his Suffrage in 
Writing, but his Plenipotentiary muſt do it in 
the Aſſembly ;. tho' he may ſay thus, that 
Prince to whom I have given my Voice, will not 
accept the Imperial Dignity, I will give my Suf< 
frage to another, Every Elector has the Liberty 
to give his Voice for his Sen or his Brother, but 
not for himſelf ; but after his Colleagues have 
given theirs, he is free to fortify it by his own, 
and to conclude the Election in his own Favour. 
And when the Election is lawfully made by the 
greateſt part of the Electors, they paſs it iu- 
to an Act, which being Sign'd by the Electors, 
Regiſter'd, and converted into Letters Patents, 
Seal'd with the Seals of every Elector, it is the 
Emperor's Title to the Government of the Em- 

1 | 
4 Then the Electors appoint the Manner and 7he Time 
Time for his being Proclaim'd, but if the Prince fer 22 
that is Elected be abſent, they ſend Ambaſſa- 2 en. 
dors to him, to acquaint him with with his being 

| E 2 Elected, 
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Ejected, and upon what Conditions he is Cho- 
ſen, praying him to accept it, or rather come 
and take Poſſeſſion of the Imperial Crown. This 
happen'd upon the Election of Charles V. whb 
was then in Spain. But if the flew Elected 


Emperor be in the Aſſembly, the Electors 50 
with him from the Conclave to the Church , 


where, after Prayers, the Archbiſhop of Menrz. 

cauſes him to Sign the Capitulation of the 
Altar, with a promiſe to confirm to the Elec- 
tors all the Rights, Privileges and Prehemi- 
nences they enjoy, as ſoon as he is Crown'd, 
and enters upon the Government of the Empire. 
From the Altir they conduct him to a Tribunal 
in the Chair, where being ate, the Elector of 
Ment z orders the Great Dean, or ſome other 
Canon of the Chtpter of Alentz, to publiſh his 
Election; which being ended wich Shouts of 
joey, and the Noiſe of Trumpets and Tim- 
hals, they retire; and the Electors conduct the 
Emperor to his Palace. AW] 

The Electors pretend to the Right of appoint= 
ing Time and Place for the Emperor's Corona- 
tion, and for giving all the neceſſary Orders 
to this purpoſe. Aix la Chappelle was 'antient- 
ly the Place, in Memory of Charles the Great, 
who had a Kindne6 for it, and made it the Place 
of bis Reſidence; but of late that Ceremony has 
been perform'd, for ceatain Reaſons, at other 
Places; and Lezpold I. Emperor, was Crown'd 
at Francfort, by the Arbhbiſhop of Cologn and the 
two other Electoral Eccleliaſticks; in 1658. 

Wi. ſhall in the next Place treat of the King 
of the Romans and the Electors. When the E- 
lectors are agreed upon the time and place of the 
Coronation, and the Elector of Mentz hath ꝑi- 
ven notice to the Magiſtrates of Aix and Nu- 
rembug, to bring or ſend by their Deputies all 
the Imperial Ornaments that are in their Cu- 

ſtody, 
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* ſtody, viz, Thoſe of Nuremburg, Charlemain's 
Ho- Crown of Gold, weighing fourteen Pounds, the 
ome Ring, the Scepter, the Globe, the Shoes, and the 


This Sword, which they ſay an Angel gave to Char/e- 


carrying the Imperial Sword naked, where he | 
Officiates in Perſon, and his Hereditaly Mar- [ 
has ſhal carries the Scabbard ; and when this Elec- ; 
ber tor is not upon the Place, his Marſhal carries 1 
n'd the Sword before him in the Scabbard. [ 
the A Momeat before the Emperor comes to the = 
b Church, the Eccleſiaſtical Electors go out of the t 
ng Veſtry, and walk before him in Proceſſion with 4 
E- the B:ſhops, Abbots, and Chaplains, to the Church 
the Door; The Elector, who 1s to perform the Ce- 
Bi- remony in his Pontifical Habits, with a Mitre 
S upon his Head, and a Croſs in his Hand, and the 


main, a long Albe, a Stole, a Cope with a Girdle. 


Thoſe of Aix la Chapelle, a Cup cover d with Di- 
amonds, wherein was kept a little of St. Se- 
phen's Blood, the common Sword of Charlemain, 


with his Belt and Book, and the Evangeliſts writ- 


ten in Letters of Gold. Then having hang d 
the great Church with Tapeſtry, where the So- 
lemnity is to be perform d, and made Seats for 


the Emperor, the Electors, the Princes, the Am- 


baſſadors and other Aſſiſtants; the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Electors, with the Biſhops and other Prelates 
that are to Officiate, come in the Morning to 
the Church, where the Deputies of Ax and 
thoſe of Nuremberg deliver into their Hands the 
Imperial Ornaments. Then the Secxlar Elect- 
ors, or their Ambaſladors in their Robes, ac- 
company the Emperor from his Palace to the 
Church; the Elector of Bavaria carrying the 
Globe, on his Right the Elector of Brandenburg 
carrying the Scepter, and on his left the Eledtor 
Palatin carrying the Crown : Immediately before 
the Emperor, went the Elector of Saxony alone, 


other Electors in their Habits. As ſoon as they 
E 3 perceive 


li 
ih 
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perceive the Emperor, the Elector that Offici- 


ates begins to Sing, Adjutorium noſtrum in No- 


mine Domini, Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
and after ſays the Prayer, Omipotens ſempiterne 
Deus, Almighty and Everlaſting God, &c. After 
this he turns himſelf and goes to the Alter, and 
the two other Eccleſiaſtical Electors, putting 
the Emperor between them, Conduct him to his 
Pew before the Altar, where being on his Knees, 
the Electors alſo take their Places, leaving the 
Imperial Ornaments under the Guard of their 


Hereditary Officers. 


The Ceremony begins with the Prayer, Do- 
mine, Salvum fac Regem, O Lord! ſave the King, 
and is follow'd by the Ordinary Prayers, which 
being ended, the Maſs of the Epiphany is Cele- 
brated. Then they Conduct the Emperor to the 
Altar, and he Kneeling upon the uppermoſt 
Step, the Chaplains Sing the Litany to this 
Verſe, Vt nos exandire digneris; which being 
over, they continue the particular Prayers for 
the Emperor, to which the Choir make their Re- 


ſponſals. That being finiſh'd, the Emperor ſtands 


up, and the Officiating Elector with a Are 
on his Head, and a Croſs in his Hand, makes 
theſe Six Demands to the Emperor. Vill you con- 
tinue in the Holy Faith which is taught by the Catho- 
licks, and confirm it by good Works? To which 
the Emperor Anſwers, Tes, I will, 2. Will you 
be a Faithful Guardian and Protector of the Holy 
Ciurch and its Servants? The Emperor Anſwers, 
J will. 3. Will you govern the Empire Juſtly that 
God bas given you? Anf. I will. 4. Will you pre- 
ſerve the Empire in its Juſt Rights, Recover its 
Eſtates, ang Faithfully employ them ta the benefit 
of the Publick? Anf. I will, 5. Will you Judge 
Equitably between the Poor and the Rich : Faith- 
tully defend the Widows and Orphans? Anſ. 1 
will, G. Will you ſubmit and Adhere to the moſt 

Holy 
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Holy Father in Chriſt, the Pepe of Rome, and to 
the Holy Catholick: Apoſtolick and Roman Church : 
Anſ. I will, Then the Emperor approaches to 
the Altar, and Comfirms his Anſwers by this 
Oath following, which he reads in Latin: 7 wi 
Perform all that has been propos d to me, God and 
the Faithful aſſiſting me, and will Faithfully and 
Truly Accompliſh what I have promiſed, God and 
his Holy Goſpel being my Helper, That donc; 
the Officiating Biſhop turns to the Aſſiſtants and 
Demands of them in Latin. Hi you accept rhis 
Prince to be your Emperor, and will you be Faith- 
ful to him? To which they Anſwer Thrice: We 
mill, we will, we will: Theſe Words being utter- 
ed, the Emperor Kneels while the Arch-Biſhop 
ſays this Prayer. Lord who at all times govern- 
eſt Kingdoms, Bleſs our King N. and make the/e 
People Obedient and Faithful ro him. Then the 
Arch-Biſhop's Suffragans undreſs the Emperor, 
and the Arch-Biſhop takes the Holy Oil, ſaying, 
Pax tecum, Peace be with you, to which the Em- 
peror Anſwers, Et cum Spiritu two, and then 
Anoint and Croſs the Crown of his Head, be- 
tween his Shoulders, on the Neck, the Breait, 
the Wriſt of the Right Arm, and laſt his Right 
Hand; at every Unction repeating the Prayer 


in the Ritual appointed on this Occaſion. Then 


the Emperor 1s inveſted with the Imperial 
Robes, the Sandals and Buskins; afterwards 
he is Girt with a Sword and Belt of Charles the 
Great, and at giving it into bis Hands, the 
Arch-Biſhop gives him his Benediction, and then 
ſays, Take this Sword, and by virtue of this Plej- 
ſing employ it in the Defence of God's Church, from 
whoſe Goodneſs you have received it. Then the 
Secular Electors put the Ring upon his Finger, 
the Globe into his Left Hand, the Scepter into 
his Right Hand, and the Eccleſiaſtical Electors 
E 4 {et 
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ſet the Crown upon his Head. Aaſs being end- 
ed, they place the Emperor upon a Throxe, where: 
a Chair being, ſet inſtead of that of Charlemain; 
which is ſtill kept at Aix, the Eecie ſiaſt ical 
Elettors pronounce theſe Words ; Take and keep 
Poſſeſſion of this Place, which was reſervd for you, 
not by any Hereditary Right, nor that of Paternal | that 
Succeſſion, but only by the Suffrages of the German | Hand 
Electors, the Providence of Almighty God, and our up bi 
Succeſſion : And the Emperor and the Eleftors they 

return in the ſame State to his Palace. But to 
give a more particular Idea of this great Cere- | ſcribe 
mony, we ſhall deſcribe the Coronation of the King 
Emperor Leopeldus at Frankfort, A. D. 1658. contr- 
All Strangers of what Quality or Condition EleQt 
ſoever, had Intimation given them three days 

before to get out of the City upon that day, ex- 
cept they belong'd to any of the Electors, or i 
their Miniſters, or were to diſcharge any Office 
in that Ceremony: Which Order being obeyed | 
by the Spaniſh and French Ambaſſadors, as like» | 
wiſe by his Holineſs's Nuntio, and the reſt, the 
City Gates were ſhut up, and the Burghers in | 
Arms were diſtributed in ſeveral places of the Peop 
City. At the appointed hour the Electors be- mean 
ing come into the Veſtry to cloath themſelves in Menu 
the reſpective Habits of their Dignity, repaired purp 
to the Cathedral Church on Horſeback, after a wide 
very numerous Train of Servants and Footmen: thei 
In the firſt Rank were the Electors of Menrz and 
Treers ; in the ſecond, thoſe of Colen and Bahe- ATtic 
mia; in the third, thoſe of Saxony and the Pala- ing f 
tine, and in the fourth the Amballador of Bava- 
ria and Brandenburgh, their Maſters being ab- Fn 

ſent, without any Marſhals before them. 
When they were arrived in the great Church, 
and had taken their Seats prepared on purpoſe 
for them, amongſt which that of Tiers was plar 

Ce 
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nd- ced in the middle, the Biſhop of Merms ſung the 
here | Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt, and at the Elevation of 
ain, | the Blefſed Sacrament the Proteſtant Deputies 
tical | withdrew. Afterwards the accuſtomed Oath of 
keep Election was adminiftred upon the Mifſai, the 
you, | Elector of Mentz giving it into the Hands of 
rnal that of Triers, and he with all the reſt into the 
man | Hands of the firſt: Then the Church being ſhut 
our up by Papenheim, the Marſhal of the ire, 
tors | they retired into the Sacriſty; where the Votes 
t to | being then given, according to the Form 
ere- | ſcribed in the Bulla Carolina, Leopoldus of Auſtria 
the | King of Hungary and Bohemia was elected nemine 
83. | contradicente King of the Romans, and then each 
Elector calling five or ſix of his principal Mini- 
ſters, a publick Inſtrument was drawa to certific 
the Election, and the new elected King, walk- 
ing between the Electors of Trier, and Calen, he 
of Menez preceding, and the others follow ing, 
they brought him to the great Altar, aud after 
3 fome Prayers (pronounced by the aforementi- 
oned Biſhop of Worms) they placed him upon it, 
that he might receive the Acclamations of the 
le, who had the News given them in the 
mean while by the Prepoſitus of the Cathedral of 
* Mentz, aſcended on a Pulpit erected for that 
= purpoſe hard by the Church Gate, which was 
wide opened, and the Plebeans admitted to make 
their Acclamations. After this the new elected 
Emperor did {wear to the Obſervation of the 
Articles preſcribed to him; then the Electors com- 
ing from their Places, accompany'd Ceſar to his 
Apartments in the following Order. 

Firſt of all (after a great Multitude of Foot · 
men, Laekeys and Courtiers) march'd four He- 
rals, with'the Arms of Auſtria, Hungary, Bobe- 
mia, and the Empire upon their Breaſts; then 
the Ambaſſadors of Bavaria, aud ä 

. | richly 


7} 
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ceſſary Commiſſions for the Preparation of the 
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richly mounted rode in the firſt Rank, follow'd | they u 
by the Elector of Triers alone, after whom came | by wa 
he Prince of Hoenzollern hereditary Chamber- | tion ot 
tlain (inſtead of Brandenburg) with the Sceptre in caſ 
and the Elector Palatine great Treaſurer with Þ| ſhould 
the Imperial Crown, and the Earl of Zaik here- | Mentz 
ditary Trouck/es or Sewer, (inſtead of Bavaria) Þ belong 
with the Globe. Then follow'd after likewiſe Þ anothe 
on Horſeback the Elector Duke of Saxony great || nately 
Marſhalſwith the great naked Sword in his hand, Ear 
preceded by the Earl of Papenheim hereditary City b 
Marſhal with the Scabbard, and after his Electo- Hof Bo 
ral Highneſs, came the Perſon of the elected Black. 
Emperor, with the two Electors of Ment & and princi 
Colen on each ſide of him. | great 

Being come in this Order to his Majeſty's Pa- came 
lace, they all took leave of him, and returned MY elegan 


every one to his Quarter, diſtributing the ne- Crow. 


Fcd an 
Solemnity of the Coronation : After this, his Almo 
Majeſty entertain'd the Electors at a moſt mag- |F ors a1 
nificent Feaſt; and on the ſecond of Auguſt the Guare 
Ceremony of putting the Imperial Diamond up- Robes 
on his Head was perform'd in the ſame City of | togetl 
Frankfort, and not in Aquiſgrane, as the Bula Brand 
orders it; which was occaſion'd not only by a thedr 
Fire that had happen'd there a few Months be- order 
fore, by which it was made uncapable to enter- added 
tain ſo many great Princes and their Retinue, deſt ! 
but likewiſe by the Differences then on foot be- Majeſſ 
tween the Arch-biſhops Electors of Ment⁊, and was n 
Colen, upon the Right of Crowning the new Elect« 
elected King of the Romans; the firſt uſurping of Col. 
it to themſelves, under pretence that the Prede- || jeſty 1 
ceſſors of the preſent Arch-biſhop of Colen had || that v 
forfeited this Right by neglecting to perform it; | him t! 
but the latter, alledging that the Reaſon why | almoſ 
they had not performed it was only N Nunti 
ies they | 
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they were not Prieſts, challenged and obtained 
by way of friendly Compoſition the Reintegra» 
tion of the ſaid Right; but upon Condition, that 
in caſe from that time forward this Solemnity 
ſhould happen to be celebrated in the Dioceſs of 
Ment x, the prerogative of Crowning ſhonld then 
belong to the Archbiſhop of the ſame, and if in 
another Place, the faid Office ſhould be alter- 
nately performed by the. 
Farly in the Morning, the Burghers of the 
City being all in Arms, and having laid a Bridge 
of Boards eover'd with four thouſand Braces of 
Black, White, and Yellow Cloth, two of the 
principal Canons of Mentz and Colen, with a 
great number of Attendants and Followers, 
came to the Imperial Palace, and with a moſt 

elegant Speech, deliver'd unto his Majeſty the 

Crown of Charles the Great, which was accept- 

ed and receiv'd with Expreſſions ' of Thanks. 

Almoſt at the ſame time the two Secular Elect- 

ors arrived there, with a great number of 

Guards, and a noble Retinne, clothed in their 

Robes and Bonnets belonging to their Dignity, 

together with the Ambaſſadors of Bavaria and 

Brandenburg, to accompany the King to the Ca- 

thedral Church, -which they did in the felt ſame 

order as was obſerved before, only there was 
added a very rich Canopy, carried by the el- 


deſt Magiſtrates of the City, under which-his 


Majeſty marched to the Church Gate, where he 
was met and received by the three Eccleſiaſt ick 
Electors in their Pontifical Robes, of whom that 
of Colen celebrated the Divine Office, his Ma- 
jeſty placing bimſelf under a Majeſtical Throne 
that was erected on the Epiſtle ſide; and after 
him the Electors, over againſt whom, in a place 
almoſt even with it, was placed his Holineſs's 
Nuntio, and the Amballadors of Spain, — 

25 
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the abovementioned Bridge to be ſeized by the 
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da, and le Fuente, and after them the Princes 
Aſſiſt ants. a (3: > with "OW 

When Maſs was ended, and the accuſtomed 
Oath taken by the new Caſar, in the Hands of 
the Elector of Colen, with the Aijiſtance of the 
other two, he was by the ſame Archhiſhop anoin-f 
ted and inaugurated King of the Roman, then 

being brought into the Veſtry, he put off the Ele» 
coral Robe, and put oa the Royal Mantle, re- 
turning back again with it to the Altar, where i 
he girded himſelf with the Sword of the ſaid Em · 
peror Charles the Great, put the Ring on hi; 
Finger, and took the Scepter and the Globe ig 
his Hands, and then bowing down received the 
Crown, which was put on his Head jointly by 
the three Eccleſiaſt ick Electors; then having ſung 
the Te Deum, with the Diſcharge of all the Gun 
and Artillery, and the Elector that ſaid Maſs ha- 
ving given the Benediction, His Imperial Majeſt! 
aſcended on a little Scaffold erected in the fail 
Church, and created 14 Kaights of the Empire 
giving each of them three light Strokes with the 

Imperial Sword upon the Shoulders. i 
. ., This being done, the Proceſſion marched agaii 
to the Town- Hall, leaving the Cloth that cover'd 


People; and the two Electors of Menz and Cu. burg. 
len held the Train of the Imperial Mantle. When ner, a 
his Imperial Majeſty was come to the Town- hall, pf Aer 
the Elector of Sexary, as ſupreme Marſhal, be. Imperi 
Order that the Meat ſnould be brought to Table % ſhort 
and in the interim, being mounted upon à curi - bearer 
ous Horſe, and riding into a great Heap of Oates Majeſt. 
placed before the Praterium, be performed the Electo 
Ceremony of filling a Silver Pot to the brit ſty's E 
with Oates, and then ſtruck it with a Silver Rodi Gueſts 
when this was over he gave it to his Suhſtituteſlalſd, t. 
the Earl of Papenheim, leaving the reſt 0 in Yard o 
| ple. 


4 
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people. Aﬀcerwards appeared the Elettor Pula- 
tomedfi rine, Great Treaſirer of the Empite, ſcattering 

ds oi and flinging Medals of Gold among the People; 
of the and was followed by the Earl of Sinzendoyf, Trea- 
2n0in-Þ ſorer 8 who likewiſe diſtributed Silver 

then Medals ; and the Earl of Zaill hereditary Trouck- 
e Ele- [er or Sever, in the name of the Elector of Bava- 
e re · N ria cut off a piece of a whole Ox that was roaſted 
wherel in the Piazza, and carried it into the Pretorinm, 
Em · ¶ leaving the reft to the People; and the Prince of 
on his Hotntollern bereditary Chamberlain, in the room 
obe ia of the Elector of Brandenbargh, held the Baſon 
for the Emperor to waſh his Hands. 

Thus having all diſcharged their ſeveral Offices, 
bis Imperial Majeſty laid the Imperial Robes up- 
Von a Table . for the ſame purpaſe, and 
aa: late down to Dinner under an elevated Throne 
jeſt not far diſtant from which, ſome Steps lower, 
ſail were the Places for the Flectors. The firſt on 

the right Hand was for him of Mentx, then for 
Bohemia, Bavaria, and Brandenburgh abſent ; that 
in the middle of the Hall for Triers, and on the 
left for Colen, Saxony, and the Palatine : even 
with the Floor there was placed another Table 

Stor the Princes of Worms, Lobcowirz, and Auf- 

nd C. burg: With this Order his Majeſty began his Din- 
Wher ner, after the Benediction given by the Electot 
yn-hall pf Mem x, who as great Chancellour did wear the 
gave Imperial Seal hanging about His Neck; and aftet 
babe a ſhort fpace of time the Baron of Limburg, Cup- 
a cyri- bearer hereditary, folemnly preſented gato his 
f Oates) Majeſty a Cup to drink, as a Subſtitute of the 
ed the Elector King of Bohemia. After this his Maje- 
e brig]ſty's Health was drunk, not only by the noble 
r Rod; Guelts in the Room, but by the common People 
Iſticue ano, | 
to the Yard of the Prætorium, both white and red Wine 
People was very plentifully diſpenſed ; ' as mag” 
| ſuffi- 


alſo, to whom by a ſpread Eagle erected in the 
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ſuſſicient Quantity of Bread during the whole 


time of the Dianer, which laſted for the ſp 


of four Hours; After which, Ceſar being ac- 
companied home by the Electors, the Entertain- 


ment concluded. d ib zi aa, 
. When the Kingdom of /raly was reputed par 


The Crown | VF 
of Lombar. of the Empire, the German Emperors were alſc 


dy Crow ned, with the Crown of Lombardy, which 
is made of Gold, and adorn'd with Diamonds, 


but having a little Band of poliſh'd Iron within it, 
gave it the Name of the Jron Crown; but now 
diſpence with that Journey,. and alſo that of be- 
ing Crown'd at Rome, without any abatement of 
their Ancient Rights to. thoſe Crowns ; for it is 
ſettled by a known Law made at Francfort, Arno, 
1338, and again at Cologn, Anno. 1339, that the 


firſt Election and Coronation of Germany ſup- 
plied thoſe Omiſſions, and inveſted the Emperor 


with all the Rights and Dignities of the Roma 

and German Empire. The Emperor being thuy 
Elected and Crown'd by the Princes Electors ol 

the Empire, and Confirm'd by the Pape, has th 

Quality of Sovereign Monarch, the firſt Prince in 
Chriſtendom, and all things are done in his Name, 
The Empe- tho? at the ſame time the whole Empire acts in 
ror's Au- general. He has Authority to Convoke Dyer 


#bority. aud other Imperial Aſſemblies, and to Prorogue® 


of thi 
Leopo! 
Fore, 
ror L. 
rough, 
Pn 
Th. 
Prece 
Empi 
Pardo 
the 
the It 
Electo 


or Diſſolve them. The Reſolutions of the Coun · and 
cil and the Arreſts of the Imperial Chambers, ano of the 
the Court, are Executed in his Name. He Con- the El 


firms all Foreign Alliances and Treaties, Confers 


have b 


Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, not by the Popesſ of allt 
Conceſſion, as Eccleſiaſticks would Suggeſt ; buiſ of the 


by an Immemorial Right, ever ſince there were 
Biſhops in the Empire. He has alſo the Power 
of Conferring Secular Dignities, as thoſe of King, 
Prince, Arch- Duke, Duke, Marquis, Landgrave, 
Earl and Baron : Thus Henry 24. erected the 
Duchy 


Empir 


But 


ſitions 
the N | 
Agree: 
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Duchy of Hungaria into a Kingdom, in favour 


Duke of Bohemia, was made King ot Bohemia by 
the Emperor Henry the Fourth : The ſame Ex- 
I amples of the Imperial Authority might be ſhew- 
d par ed in all other Degrees and Titles, which ex- 
e alſol trends not only to the Subjects of the Empire, but 
which alſo to Strangers, as John Earl of Arundel was 
nonds, made a Count of the Empire by Radulphus 24. the 
hin it, Grandfather to the Dutcheſs of Shrewsbury; Sir 
t now Robert Dudley, was made Duke of Northumberland 
of be- by Ferdinand 2d in 1620. and to give a late Ex- 
ample, Charles Grandville Viſcount Landſdomn Ba- 
ron Granville of Kilkhamton, was created a Count 


or It is 

Anno of the Sacred Roman Empire, by the Emperor 
nat the Leopold. But the greateſt Honour ever done to a 
y ſup-. Foreign Subject, is that paid lately by the Empe- 
mpero Tor Leopold, to his Grace the Duke &c. of Marlbor 
Roma 19%gb, by giving him a Vote in the Colledge of 
1g thu Princes, as Prince of Aindelheim. 5 6 


The Emperor has the Right of deciding the 
Precedency among the Princes and Eſtates of the 
Empire, che Power of Life and Death; granting 
Pardon to Criminals, and diſpoſing the Offices 

the Court and the Empire, excepting that of 
Dyer the Imperial Chancellor, which belongs to the 
orogue Elector of Mentz. Coins Mony, Grants Fairs 
> Coun- ànd Markets, Receives and Diſpoſes the Revenues 
ers, andy of the Empire; and has the Right of Reaſſumin 
e Con- the Eſtates and Revenues of the Empire whic 
-onfersi} have been Uſurpt or Alienated; but the Chief 
Popes of all the Rights he Poſſeſſes, is the Diſpoſition 
ſt; bull of che Eſtates and Principalities that fall to the 
e were Empire, by Forfeiture or otherwiſe. , 
power! But he cannot raiſe New Taxes, or lay Impo- 


tors ol 
has th 
ince in 
Name, 
acts in 


of Steven, who was then but a Duke Ladiſlaus, 


79 


ff King, fitions upon the People, without the Conſent of ban he 
grave, the Neighbouring Eſtates, and the Unanimous 2 


ted the Agreement of all the Electors by Majority of 
Duchy Voices, 


OO OR . 


y * 
f 4 
13 
1 
3 
12 
* 
1 
i 
1 
* 
hy > 


to 


A View of the State of the Empire, &c. 
Voices, nor can he put any Prince to the Impe- 
rial Ban, confifcate his Eſtate, or deprive him of 
his Voice in Dyets, nor Alrenate the Eſtates or 
Revenues of the Empire, withont the Approba- 


tion Electors and the other Princes and 


Eſtates: And tho' all things being acted in his 
Name, has led ſome People to think his power 
is greater than in Truth and Reality it is; He 
cannot alter the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, nor make 
and publiſh New Laws, or Aboliſh Old ones; 
nor ſuppreſs the Courts of Juſtice, nor raiſe the 
Price of Mony, alter Weights and Meaſures, nor 


denounce War, either within or without the 


Pleaſures ; they made the Imperial Dignity ſub- 
ject to ſuch neceſſary Reſtrictions, as might ſecure 


Empire, except upon Preſſing Occaſions, in pure 
Defence of his own Perſon, and before a Dye: 


can be Aſſembled. Nor can he by his own Au- 
thority Impoſe Subſidies, Taxes, or general Con- 
tributions, raiſe Men, Quarter his Troops, build 
New Fortreſſes, or make Peace without the Con] 


ſent of the Eſtates of the Empire; for they hav- 
ing by woful Experience obſerv'd that many Em- 
perors had attempted ro make themſelves Abſo, 
{nte, and their Subjects Slaves to their Wills and 


the Empire in their Rights, without Danger of 


falling under an Arbitrary Power. This happy 
End they obtained by capirulating with their Em. 
perors before their Election, and obliging then 


to conſent to ſuch Propoſals as they thought ne- 
ceſſary for their own Safety, otherwiſe they 
would not ele& them; by which means I ſay 
they regained the Rights which are and muſt be 
obſerved to Perpetuity. Theſe Proceeding) 
were in nature of a Contract between the Em- 


pire and Emperor before his Election, and were 
ratified in the firſt place after he was proclaimed, 


which continues as a Barrier to the Emperor's 


Au- 
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Authority, prevents him from aſſuming, and the 
People from falling under a Deſpotick Power, 
ad renders their Government a kind of a mixt 
onarchy, as has been obſerved already. This 


Contract or Capitulation was originally the El- 


ſence of their Conſtitution, but being impaited 
by degrees, as their Emperors invieaſed in Pow- 
er, it was introduced de novo, under the Reign of 
the Emperor Charles V. who having large Domi- 
nions out of the Empire, the Electors apprehen— 
ded he might infringe and prejudice the Liberties 
of Germany, and therefore made theſe Conditions 
an irrevocable Law, which the Emperor ſubmit- 
ted to, and have continued in force ever ſince. 
The Demeſus of the Empire, which under Fre- 
derick I. were valued at 18 Millions of Livres, are 
reduced almoſt to nothing but what is raiſed by 
Taxes, Subſidies, Cuſtoms, and ſuch like Impo- 
ſitions; it was little better in Charles IV. Reign, 
who told the Deputies, the Eſtates of the Empire 
ſent to him, that he received a much greater Re- 
venue from Bohemia than all the reſt of the Em- 
pire: And Cardinal Granville ſaid to the Land- 
grave of Heſſe, that Charles V. his Maſter drew 
no Profit from the Empire, and that the German 
Princes ought to eſteem it their Happineſs to 
have a Monarch who was able by his own Eſtate 
to maintain the Imperial Dignity. At that time 
there was but one City which belonged to the 
Emperor as Emperor, for all the Lands were di- 


. vided among the Electors, Princes, Biſhops, Ab- 


bots, Earls, Lords, and free Cities; ſo that 
when the Emperor came into thoſe Parts, the 
Biſhop of Bamberg withdrew from his o Houſe 
to give the Emperor entertainment. 

This Repreſentation of the Weakneſs of the 1#4y the 
Empire, in reſpe& to its Reveaues, would tempt Houſe of 
one to enquire why the Houſe of A4«ſtria ſhould Auſtria 


ſtrive with ſo much Zeal and Care to preſerve gui 
; F the 


- 
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the Imperial Crown in their Family, ſince they 
draw ſo little Profit from the Demeſn, but this 


Objection will ſoon vaniſh, when we conſider they, 


enjoy many real and ſolid Advantages which ſap- 
ply Pecuniary Defects, tho' they are leſs apparent 
and viſible ; for b*ſides the Glory of being the 
firſt Prince in Chriſtendom, he has the Power of 
diſpoſing all forfeited Eſtates and Honours to the 
Profit of his own Children, the only means of 
aggrandizing his Houſe and putting them into a 
Poſſibility of changing the elect ive Empire into 
a Hereditary Monarchy. - 

We have already ſeen how many large Terri- 
tories have by this means fallea to the Houſe of 
Auſtria, ſo that there is no cauſe to wonder why 
that Houſe ſhould endeavour to perpetuate the 


Imperial Crown in their Family, tho” the Reve- 
nues of that Dignity are not proportionable to 
thoſe of other neighbouring Nations; for beſides 

the ordinary and extraordinary Duties and Impo- 


ſitions ariſing from the Imperial Cities, and other- 
wiſe, the Revenues are now very great, and if it 
may be ſaid they are but poor Emperors, the Ob- 
jection is anſwered, by ſaying they are rich and 
potent Princes, and able to turn the Scales to 

their own Advantage. 75 
inveſti- _ One of the principal Powers reſerved to the 
tres to Emperor, is the Inveſtiture of all the Fiefs of the 
Benefices, Empire, becoming void by the Death of the laſt 
Male of the Family, or by Reſignation ; for tho 
it is no Profit to his Imperial Majeſty, becauſe. he 
gives all the Fees to his Officers, yet it ſhews his 
Grandeur, by ſo many great Princes paying him 
Homage, and receiving their Honours and Eſtates 
from his Bounty. The Ceremony of theſe Inve- 
ſtitures are very ſumptuous and magnificent, de- 
pending on the Pleaſure of the Emperor, who 
does not always appoint the ſame Solemnity, but 
generally the firſt are the moſt ſplendid: His 
| Grandeur 
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Grandeur is alſo ſeen in the State and Number of 


his great Officers, among which | don't reckon 
the Hereditary Officers of the Empire, which are 
annex'd to the Dignities of the Electoral Prin- 
ces, Eccleſiaſtical and Secular, or of their Here- 
ditary and Perpetual Vicars, which were men- 
tioned in another place, but only the great Offi- 
cers of his Court, and ſuch as are in ordinary 
Attendance. As the Great Maſter of the Empe- 
ror's Palace, the Great Chamberlain of his Hou- 
ſhold, the Great Marſhal of the Court, the Great 
Maſter of the Horſe, the Gentlemen of che Bed- 
chamber a Hundred in Number, all Counts and 
Barons of the Empire: The Great Maſter of the 
Huat, and the Maſter Falconer, the Captaii(s of 
the Horſe and Foot-Guards, Sixty or more Pages, 
for the Number is not limited, molt of them 
Counts and Barons, 


The Emperor has alſo near him three ſorts of 7hrce ſorrs 
Councils, beſides the Council of the Court. Firſt / Councils 


the Privy-Council of State, conſiſting of a Preſi- 
dent, Twenty Counſellors, and Six Clerks. 2. 
The Council of the Chamber of Finances, or the 
Treaſyry-Chamber, where is concerted the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary Revenues of the Empire, 
and is compoſed of Two Preſidents, a Director, 
Fourteen Aſſiſtants, and Six Secretaries 3. The 
Imperial Council of War, conſiſting of Two Pre- 


ſidents, which are Generals of the Army, Seven 


Counſellors, which are Marſhals of the Camp, 
Major-Generals, Colonels, and the Auditor-Ge- 
neral, "ny Regiſters, Secretaries, Commiſſaries, 

ers, of which Prince Eugene is at pr eſent 
chief Preſideut. 

As for 1 the Emperor Adolphus of 
Naſſau was depoMed by the Princes Electors for 
Male- Adminiſtration, and engaging them in a 
needleſs War, to the effuſion of much Chriſtian 
Blood, and Deſolatjon of the Empire. The De- 

"Wag "0-43 poſitian 
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they are hercby diſcharged from the Homage and 
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poſition of the Emperor Henry IV. was no lefs ex- 
emplary, againſt whom it was alledged, that he 
ſold the Inveſtitures of Benefices, ſlighted the 
Advices of the native Princes of the Empire, and 
governed by the Counſel of Strangers and Me- 
chanicks; that he had made Peace with the Ene- 
mies of the Empire, that he might more eaſily 
oppreſs his own Subjects, and make the Fortunes 
of his own Creatures, by ruining the Eſtates Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Civil, for which, upon the Com- 
plaiat of the People, the Pope excommunicated 
him, and that Excommunication was the cavſe | 
that he languiſhed ro Death, and that his dead 
Body continued Five Years without a Grave. 

The Third Example is the Depoſition of the 
Enperor Wenceſlaus, after he had reigned 22 
Years', becauſe he diſturbed the Peace of the 
Church, diſmember'd the Empire, ſold the Mila- 
neze, and other Provinces and Cities in the King- 
dom of Lombardy, and had murder'd Men with 
his own Hands. Theſe and many other Com- 
plaints being made to the Electors they aſſembled, | 
and having found him unworthy to exerciſe the 
Imperial Authority, they depoſed him by a for- 
mal Sentence, pronounced by John Archbiſhop of 
Ment z, ia the following Words. 

We John Archbiſhop of the holy Church of Mentz, 


High Chancellor of the Sacred Roman and German /. 


Empire, &c. do make known to all Perſons to whom 
cheſs Preſents ſhall come, that ſeveral wicked Action, 
being committed by the Lord Winceſlaus againſt the 
boly Church and Empire : We do in the Name of our 
Co-Eleclors and our own, hereby deprive and diſpoſ- 
ſeſs the ſaid Lord Wenceſlaus of all the Imperial 
Dignities, a5 being an uſeleſs, er waſtſul and 
hnworthy Governor of the holy Roman Empire, decla- 
ring to all Princes, Lords, Knights, Nobles, Cities, 
Provinces and Subjects of the ſaid holy) Empire, that 


Oath: 


— — — => — — — 
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{s ex- Oaths that they have taken to the Perſon of Wince- 

at he 8 aus in the Name of the Empire, &c. | 

d the The ſecoud College after that of the Electo- e College | 

, and ral Princes, comprehends not ouly all the other of the | 

Me- Princes, whether Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Vince. 

* Ene- W Provoſts, and other Prelatical Princes, but the 

eaſily W Seculars alſo, as Dukes, Marqueſles, Landgraves, | 

tunes © Bargraves, and other Earls and Princes; toge- 

es Ec- ther with the Abbots, Abbeſles, and other Pre- 

Com- lates and Counts immediately depending on the | 

cated Empire and Emperor; and therefore I ſhall not | 
cauſe ¶ only name all thoſe that have at this Day the | 
dead Rights of Seſſion, and Voices Deliberative and 

Deciſive in this College or general Aſſemblies, 

f the ¶ who contribute to the Neceſſities of the Empire, 

d 22 according to the* Taxes in the Matriculation 

f the & Book ; alſo we find many Princes and Eſtates of . 


Mila- the Empire, which are not in this Predicament, 
King-@ tho? their Names are in the Matriculate, as 

with the Dukes of Savoy and Lorrain, who may aſſiſt 
Com- WH at Imperial Diets, but contribute nothing to 


1bled, the Charge of the Empire, by virtue of ſome 
ſe the IF Privileges of Election. There are alſo others 
for- that carry the Titles of Princes of the Empire, 
hop of that for a long time have had neither Scat nor 

Voice in the Aſſemblies, nor contribute any 
lentæ, thing to the Empire; as the Archbiſhops of Be- 
rman ſancon and Cambray, the Biſhops of Geneva, Ly- 
whom on, Lozan, the Abbot of St. Gall, and other 
Iclion Prelates, and ſome Princes, Earls, and Secular 
1ſt the Lords, which take not their Inveſtitures from 
of our F the Emperor. There are only Princes whoſe 
1% - Fiefs immediately appertain to the Empire, and 
peria l by Conſequence ought to receive their Iaveſti- 
U and tares from the Emperor; as the Dukes of Milan 
decla- and Mantua; the Marqueſſes of Monferras Final, 
Cities, I Piombin, and others; but are not liable to the 
„that Taxes ofthe Empire, becauſe they are only Feu- 
e and datorie s, and not Members of it: And the Se- 
Oath; EE _ cular 
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cular Princes that are Cadets of Great Families. 
tho” they bear the Titles of their Families, they 


pay no Taxes. | vi 
It's expected ſomething ſhould bE ſaid of the Deat 
Pretentions of the Houſe of Savoy to Spain upon Tl 
this Occaſion. ; ſixth 
The Relation of the Houſe of Savoy to the W Indie 
Branch of that of Auſtria, that became ex- Child 
tinct in Spaiz by the Death of Charles II. in 1700. (exce 
ſtands thus; Charles Emanuel I. Duke of Savoy, mean 
borh in 1562. Married at Sarragoſſa, in 1582. whor 
The Infanta Catherine Michelle of Auſtria, ¶ lign i 
Daughter of Philip II. of Spain, by Elizabeth of ¶ bapp' 
France, his ſecond Wife, which Philip which was be me 
Great Grandfather in direct Male Line, of Charle: upon 
Il. above: mention'd. The Son and Succeſlor of ver | 
Charles Emanuel, by Catherine, was Victor Ama- | him \ 


deus I. who was the Father of Charles Emanuel Il. 
who was ſucceeded in the Dutchy of Savoy by 
the preſent Duke Victor Amadeus II. in 1675 
This Prince was born in 1666. and in 1684, 
Married the yonngeſt Daughter of Philip Duke 
of Orleans, by Henrietta Maria, youngeſt Daugh- 
ter of Charles I. King of Exgland, and has five 
"Children now living by her,viz. the Dutcheſs of 
Burgundy, now Dauphineſs of France, the Dut- 
cheſs of Arj au, or King Philip III. of Spain's Wife. 
The Prince of Piedmont, born in 1698. now a- 
bout 13 Years Old; the Duke of Aoſt, born in 
1701. and the Duke of Chamlais, born in 1705. 
It has been a Notion generally receiv'd, as if 
by the ſecond Treaty of Partition, mad in 1699. 
the Duke of Sevoy and his Iſſue Male were to Ito the 
ſucceed Arch-Duke Charles in the Kingdom of ¶ Houſe 
Spain, in cafe this laſt died without Iſſue; but 
nothing of that appearing by the Treaty itſelf, and ne 
but indeed quite the contrary by the Ninth fake © 
Article, it's proper we ſhould relate it here. Ait, 


" 
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they If the moſt Serene Arch-Duke happens to die 
- without Iſſue, whether beſore or af ter the 


i the Death of the Catholick King [Charles II. J 

upon The ſhare that is always aſſign'd him by the 
ſixth Article of Partition [which was Spain, the 

> the WY Indies and the Netherlands] ſhall paſs to ſuch 

ex- Child of the Emperor Leopold, Male or Female, 


(except the King of the Romans) [by whom is 


1700. 

Savoy, meant the Emperor Foſeph, now Deceas'd ] to 
1582. whom his Imperial. Majeſty ſhall think fit to aſ- 
ſtria, © ſign it: And in Caſe his Imperial Majeſty ſhall 


eth of happen to Die before ſuch Aſſignation, it may 
h was be made by the King of the Romans: But all this 
harle: upon Condition that the ſaid Partition ſhall ne- 
lor over be reunired, nor belong to the Perſon of 
Ama- him who ſhall be Emperor or King of the Ro- 


el II. 1275, or who ſhall be both the one and the o- 
joy byl tber, either by Succeſſion, Will, Contract, or 
1675 Marriage, Donation, Exchange, Ceſſion, A p- 
1684, pcal, Revolt, or any other way - In like manner 


Duke! the Sbare of the moſt Serene Archduke ſhall 
augh- never be united nor belong to the Perſon of 
is flye him who ſhall be King of France or Dauphin, 
1eſs of Hor both together, whether by Succeſſion, Will, 
Dut- Contract of Marriage, Donation, exchange, Ceſ- 
Wife, & ſion, Appeal, Revolt, or any other way whatſo- 
ow a- Never. * 

orn in lt does not appear that either of the two laft 
705. | Emperors made any diſpoſal of the Crown ot 
, as if Spain, either by Will, or otherwiſe, purſuant 
11699. to this Article, ſo that if any regard be to be had 
ere to to the Succeſſion of the German Branch of the 
jom of | Houſe of Auſtria to the Spaniſh Dominions, the 
; but {Emperor Fo/eph's eldeſt Daughter, born in 1701- 
itſelf, and near 10 Years of Age, if King Charles, for the 
Ninth I ſake of the Empire which is not likely, ſhould 
ere quit, ſeems to have the faireſt Pretenſions. 


if It's 


87 


* : WW. 14 9 ; 
* . , : 4 * . - * 
e f - - 
a ” ” v. 4 8914 7 - 
— 8 N © , ©.4% ' , 
= > p 5 
5 5 ; Wy a 
- , 
4 
- i 


: be. 5 : | * 4 85 5 - ** | 1 4 2 2 10 5 
88 Vier of the State of the Empint, Nc. 
It's very well known, that the Duke of 
Savoy, in the beginning of the preſent War, 
giving his ſecond Daughter in Marriage to the 
Duke of Anjou, acknowledged in Spain by the 
Title of Php V. ſided with the two Crowns; 
but at the ſame time, viz. in 1703. that the Con- 
federates agreed to ſet-up Arch-Duke Charles for 
King of Spain, his Royal Highneſs of Savoy came 
over to the Grand Alliance, ia Conſideration of 
which, there were great Conceſſions made to 
him in Italy, and upon Recovering the Milaneze 
. out of che French Hands, he was actually put in- 
i to the Poſſeſſion of the Mantuan, Monſerat, Alexan- 
dria, &c. Nay common Fame went ſo far as if 
it had been ſtipulated by a ſolemn Treaty, that 
in Cafe King Charles IIl. ſnhould Die withoui 
Iſſue, his Royal Highneſs, and his Iſſue Male 
= were to ſucceed him in all the . Spaniſh Dominions 
both within and without Europe; But of this an- 
oe Pretenſions more may be faid in another: 
place. | ; 
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